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The potential of the power line to transport both power and communication signals simultaneously has 
been realized and practiced for over a century, dating back to the 1900’s. Since the key aspect of power 
line communications being its expansivity, its implementations were largely as a retrofit technology. 
This motivation of power line communication is typical for low-, medium-, and high voltage 
distribution networks. Beyond the “last mile” part, there’s an uprising appeal for intra-building 
networks currently targeted for home automation (smart homes/buildings) and in-building networking. 
The optimum use of the existing power line channels has been a focus area for researchers and 
designers, with the inherent channel hostility proving a serious drawback for high speed data 
communications. 
The low-voltage electrical network has unpredictable noise sources, moreover it has two other main 
disadvantages as a communication channel. The first short coming has to do with the unknown 
characteristics of the power cable and topology of the network, the second arises from the time-
dependent fluctuation of the impedance level of the power line as the loads are switched into and out of 
the power line network in an unpredictable manner. These factors determine the behaviour of the power 
line channel when a high frequency signal is impressed on it. This study has shown that the behaviour 
of indoor power line channels can be captured using a multipath based model even with limited 
qualitative and/or quantitative knowledge of the network topology. This model is suitable for typical 
indoor power line channels where knowledge of the topology is near impossible. Some of the feed 
parameters are obtained through measurements. With sufficient adjustment of control parameters, this 
model was successfully validated using sample measured channels from the numerous measurements. 
Through noise measurements, this study has established that impulsive noise is the rifest in the 
frequency band of interest. The impulsive energy rises well above background noise, which translates 
to possible data “black outs”. The statistics of the components of this noise are presented. A model of 
sufficient simplicity is used to facilitate the qualitative description of the background noise through its 
power spectral density. Two descriptions are provided in terms of the worst and best case scenarios of 
the background noise occurrences. The model has a good macroscopic capture of the noise power 
spectral density, with narrow-band interference visible for the worst case noise. 
Due to the multipath nature of the power line channel, this study also presents the dispersive 
characteristics of the power line as a communication channel. The power delay profile is used to 
determine parameters such as first arrival delay, mean excess delay, root mean square delay spread and 
maximum delay spread. The statistics of these parameters are presented. Also, the coherence bandwidth 
of power line channels is studied and its relationship with the rms delay spread is developed. It is in 
view of this work that further research in power line communication and related topics shall be inspired. 
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1.1 Power Line Communication 
The significant increase in demand for broadband multimedia services in recent years continues to grow 
at a rapid rate. Broadband internet connectivity, for instance, has a tremendous demand and increasingly 
becoming a basic fundamental for homes and businesses. Currently there is a variety of technologies 
employed to provide broadband connectivity to and within consumers’ homes and offices. However, 
power line communications (PLC) presents an appealing opportunity for broadband multimedia 
connectivity to the last mile solution and has thus received an overwhelming amount of research 
interest. PLC derives benefit from already-existing electrical wiring networks to provide high speed 
data services. PLC exploits in-building electrical wiring to build local area networks (LANs) delivering 
high speed networking services such as broadband internet access, voice over IP (VoIP) and home 
entertainment services effectively to every plug in the residential or business premises. The driving 
incentive of using PLC is that it uses infrastructure that is much more ubiquitous than any other wired 
media (telephone loops, Ethernet, fibre optic), hence does not require new wiring installations. 
 
In most cases, building a home network using the existing AC electrical wiring is easier than trying to 
run wires, more secure and more reliable than radio wireless systems like 802.11b and relatively 
inexpensive as well [1]. Although the practical use of PLC has been in existence since the 1900’s, it’s 
only of recent (90’s) that power line communication has gained momentum. Traditionally, PLC 
applications were limited to narrowband services such as voice and control signals over high voltage 
(HV) and medium voltage (MV) networks, peak demand management (load shedding) as well as 
automatic meter reading (AMR) over low voltage (LV) networks. To date, the advancement in 
technology and production in association with consumer demand for broadband services has facilitated 
a rapid growth in the internet market. Consequently, this has established the need for home networks 
and home automation solutions of which power line communication is an ideal candidate. 
 
Data transfer over a medium that was never designed for makes for a curious and challenging prospect. 
In the frequency band closest to the power frequency (50 Hz), PLC systems do not experience as much 
hostility as they would at frequencies much further up the spectrum. Unfortunately, at low frequencies 
only limited data rates can be achieved since frequency is the sole controlling element of bandwidth. 
The demand for broadband services dictates that higher frequency bands be used and as frequency 
increases so do the complications. The other major concern at high frequencies is that the copper 
network behave like complex antennas which not only poses an efficiency concern but also that of the 
environment and interference to other systems operating at or neighbouring frequencies. 
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1.2 PLC History  
PLC technology has been in operation for over a century, unbeknown to the general public but the utility 
companies have used it to implement their own telephone systems over distribution lines since the 
1920’s [2], [3]. Another extensive use of this technology out of public knowledge has been load 
shedding, e.g. switching off hot water geysers from a central monitoring location during peak hours [4]-
[6]. However, only in recent times have consumers become adept in the promises of this “free” power 
line network when America and European countries started to permit production and sales of power 
line modems for home networks and home automation [7]-[9]. Transmission over HV lines became 
very popular due to their early existence long before dedicated telephone loops were established and 
extended considerably into rural areas [2]. The utility companies themselves had a compelling need for 
bidirectional communication for the management of their power stations, sub-stations, distribution 
lines, as well as synchronization and energy distribution. 
 
The ability of both the HV and MV power lines to carry out reliable data transmission became clearer 
as decades went by, simply because these lines have a simple topology with predictable transfer 
characteristics. Linkage between the different voltage levels of the power network typically requires 
bypassing of transformers at the conversion points, spoiling the simplicity of the topology [10]. Such 





Figure 1.1: MV to LV transmission system (http://imgarcade.com/1/low-voltage-transmission-lines/) 
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In developing countries, the spread of telephone systems is currently restricted, whilst power line 
networks are far-reaching. Their pervasive nature presents an opportunity to facilitate the desperate 
need for broadband services. Internet access over power lines is viewed as a viable solution to bring 
about telephony, education, banking as well as remote medical consultations in third world countries. 
This explains the recent enthusiasm shown by some African and South American researchers in pursuit 
of this PLC and related topics [11]-[17]. 
 
The complex nature of the low voltage networks makes for unreliable data transmission, hence this 
branch of PLC has been historically ignored and consequently lagged behind. The only application 
perceived to have had reasonable justification, before the 90’s, was load control to limit peak energy 
demand. Known as ripple control or ripple carrier signalling, this approach has been in use since the 
1930’s [2], [18]. Due to the low carrier frequency (<3 kHz) and the inherent hostility of the LV topology, 
transmission systems used very high power (even in the order of kilowatts) for successful 
communication [4]. Since the inception of PLC technology, the main attraction for utility companies 
has been the implementation of automatic meter reading (AMR), though it only gathered momentum in 
the 1970’s [19]-[23]. Researchers today however envisage usage beyond data acquisition for billing of 
electricity, water and gas consumption; but anticipate more advanced roles that could be implemented 
in the near future. These would include channel state parameters such as noise data and signal level 
required for continuous monitoring of the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) across all channels for channel 
adaptation and to help make decisions on channel status and assignments. 
 
Research into the applicability of PLC systems for home automation began to rise during the 1980’s 
and 1990’s [24], [25]. This is owing to the exponential growth in the market for consumer electronics 
in parallel with the capacity for intelligent systems as well as home networking and automation. Some 
of the target applications are remote control of lighting, heating and air-conditioning, multimedia, and 
alarm systems. Buildings could be programmed to intelligently decide the number of lights required at 
any particular point in time based on in-house activity and/or occupancy. Energy management systems 
may be put in place tailored for specific household routines by calibrating heating “on” and “off” 
periods. Multimedia applications may include scheduled recording of radio and/or television programs 
with view of re-running them through the home network at one’s convenience. 
 
The establishment of local area networks (LANs) became popular in the 1990’s due to personal 
computers (PCs) becoming inexpensive [26], [27]. The emergence of the World Wide Web or internet 
in the later years as well as a rapid growth in the number of PCs found in homes in developed countries 
gave rise to internet usage from the consumer’s home comfort for instant access to information, media, 
shopping and banking [28]. Power line communication is an ideal candidate for this intra-building 
computer networks and home automation. Owing to this, some companies have flooded the market with 
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low speed narrow band home networking products since the 1990’s [29], [30]. In the 2000’s, broadband 
high speed technologies became operational as a result of relaxed regulations in different countries [9], 
[31]-[34]. A number of standards were specified by the HomePlug alliance [35] as the technology 
developed. First off is the HomePlug 1.0 which was released in June 2001 and supports data rates up to 
14 Mbps followed by the HomePlug AV specification which was released in 2005 and increased 
physical layer (PHY) peak data rates from 14 to 200 Mbps. Later in June 2010 another specification 
was released, the HomePlug Green PHY, regarded as the “sibling” to the HomePlug AV with target 
applications such as smart energy with lower power consumption, lower cost and decreased throughput 
compared to its predecessor. On September 30, 2010 another broadband PLC standard was approved in 
the IEEE’s 1901 standard and now the HomePlug AV is validated and ratified as an international 
standard. 
 
1.3 PLC Impairments 
The physical characteristics as well as the topology of electrical networks was never designed with data 
transmission at high frequencies in mind. Power line as a communication medium presents inherent 
impairments that a designer has to work around or accept their impact as a base loss. Besides these 
inherent impairments, the very systems that the electrical utility sort to supply electricity, consume 
considerable amounts of the transmission signal and presents a harsh environment by feeding harmonics 
and noise back into the grid randomly. The challenge of designing PLC systems stems from these key 
issues. 
 
1.3.1 Intrinsic Attenuation and Radiation 
The intrinsic properties of the electrical wiring have a direct influence on the attenuation level at 
different frequencies in the1 – 30 MHz frequency band. Transmission with low frequency modulation 
(~100 kHz) will result in low attenuation as compared to transmission at ~10 MHz for example. This is 
due to the skin effect which causes about 10 times smaller effective conductor area since the frequency 
is higher by a factor of 100 [36]. This effect is depicted in figure 1.2. Due to the self-inductance of the 
conductor, the resultant conductor impedance is proportional to the transmission frequency [37]. The 
higher the frequency the more difficult it becomes for the signal to traverse the wiring. Moreover, power 
devices and other loads have an adverse impact on the low frequency systems since these inductive 
loads and particularly resistive loads conduct low frequencies well, thereby draining the energy from 
the communication signal [38], [39]. Conversely, the R-L loads has less effect on the high frequency 
systems as inductive loads permit an insignificant amount of the high frequency current to pass through. 
Capacitive and numerous protective devices such as varactors and zener diodes are however deleterious 
to transmission of high frequency signals [3]. 
 




Figure 1.2: Conductor cross-sectional area at a) DC current b) Low frequency ac current and c) High 
frequency ac current 
 
The prosperity of a PLC system is primarily influenced by the topology of the network it’s deployed in 
[40]. The simplicity in terms of topology common with both medium and high voltage networks 
promotes point-to-point communications through a single line between two points [3]. This allows for 
simplicity in facilitating impedance matching using single lines or ring [41] and/or make signal 
attenuation more predictable. It would therefore be more rewarding to deploy high data rates systems 
on such topologies at low transmit power than it would be on more complex ones. Transformers 
interconnecting sections of the power network typically needs to be by-passed for proper transmission 
from one section to the other [10], thereby spoiling the simplicity. 
 
The electrical power lines’ physical layout in low voltage residential areas adopts a more complex multi-
tap (branched) topology also typified as star topology [3], [4], [40]. All the branches in the LV network 
experience different signal attenuation levels with the mismatches at the branch nodes giving rise to 
multiple reflections of the propagation signal [40], [42]. It is this characteristic of the LV network that 
results in it been open and unpredictable. The branches in the network are terminated by random loading 
profiles as consumers plug appliances in and out of the network in a disorderly manner, leading to 
abrupt and severe impedance fluctuations. The unpredictability of the network loading conditions 
increases as the complexity of the network increases. These fluctuations makes it difficult for impedance 
matching and thus only a small portion of the transmitted signal will be available at the receiver [43]. 
As a result of the abovementioned shortcomings, low voltage PLC systems designers resort to low data 
rates communications or higher power levels for faster data rates. 
 
The unshielded nature of the electrical wiring is a cause for concern at high frequencies in terms of its 
ability to radiate into free space as well as intercept other radios operating in the same band. There is a 
direct impact on potential radiation of a PLC network due to its topology. Common-mode currents that 
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often leak back to earth through parasitic capacitances form large antenna-like loops, thereby radiating 
much of the common-mode energy. In [44] and [45], a description of the radiating mechanisms for both 
differential and common-mode currents is given, while in [46] it is shown that guided-wave radiation 
is dominant at 100 kHz up to a distance of 170 m from the source while at 10 MHz the radiated field 
dominates even in the near field (< 10 m). Moreover, according to [46] (see figure 1.3), for the same 
transmit power at 10 MHz a PLC system will cause up to 80 dB more radiated emission compared to a 




Figure 1.3: PLC system External fields at 100 kHz and 10 MHz [46] 
 
Originally, the external electromagnetic (EM) fields of a PLC system are due to the even-mode current 
[44]. Figure 1.4 shows two types of external fields. The field of the guided wave and that of the radiated 
wave. At 100 kHz, the signal has a wavelength of 3 km which is large compared to the dimensions of 
the radiating structure. Therefore the radiated part of the field is very small and the guided field 
dominates in the immediate vicinity of the wires [46]. On the other hand, at 10 MHz, the signal has a 
wavelength of 3 m and the electrical wires of the indoor network become very effective radiators. 
Conveniently, PLC systems operating at high frequencies are more viable in terms of network 
conditioning since high frequencies require smaller (cheaper) reactive components [47]. One technique 
of network conditioning is to keep the signal “blind” off the branches whose path strays from that which 
is intended. Consequently, the signal preserves the energy enabling it to travel further. However, this 
technique when employed for low frequency signals requires expensive series inductors capable of 
carrying the load current [48]-[50]. 




Figure 1.4: Even-mode current driven power line [46] 
 
In high frequency PLC systems, ferrite cores clamped around the appropriate conductor could be used 
to improve its self-inductance thereby adequately blocking the signal in that branch. This improves the 
topology of the network and accordingly the undesired dissipation of the communication signal in the 
down-stream LV load fluctuations prevented to a certain degree [47]. Also noteworthy is the elimination 
of the high frequency noise signals brought about by the loads which terminates numerous branches. 
Thus, if there’s adequate justification of cost towards performance improvement, this approach can be 
used to design a more conducive channel in terms of both noise and topology [47].  
 
1.3.2 Power Line Communication Noise 
Power line communication noise remains one of the prime impediments towards successful 
communication through this channel, barring the unpredictable time-variant nature of its transfer 
characteristics. As mentioned in section 1.3.1, numerous consumer loads connected to the electrical 
network not only presents fluctuating impedance to the transmitted signal, but also impairs the PLC 
channel through their switching behaviour. Again, the simpler topology found in the medium and high 
voltage electrical networks results in fewer noise sources while the low voltage network is heavily 
populated with noise generators. Typical noise sources in the MV and HV power line networks include 
lightning strikes and other atmospheric discharges, low-level corona discharges and circuit breaker 
transients [13]. Other noise peaks can be observed during switching of capacitor banks on MV lines 
employed for power factor correction. 
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Whilst the interconnecting transformers spoil the simplicity of the MV and HV networks, they do 
however help filter out some of the noise generated in these networks preventing it from reaching the 
LV network. Therefore, the noise observed in the LV networks is predominantly due to the switching 
and operation of intra-building appliances as well as that which originates external to the building from 
radiation interference. Disturbances that affect the mains waveform have an impact on PLC systems, 
though these disturbances remain the responsibility of the utility company. These disturbances are 
categorized as under-voltages, over-voltages, frequency fluctuations and harmonic distortions and 
occasionally outages [51]. Power line communication modems require power to operate, their operation 
will thus be terminated during an outage event unless on-board temporal power is provided. 
Uninterruptible power supplies (UPS) could be used to keep the local PLC systems in operation. 
 
The noise superimposed onto the data signal, typically from the switching operation of the connected 
appliances, can be classified into four categories [52] namely i) noise synchronous to the mains signal, 
ii) periodic but asynchronous noise, iii) smooth spectrum noise and iv) single event impulsive noise. 
The discussion of these noise classes can be found in [3], [4] or [13]. This kind of classification is 
considered instrumental in developing noise mitigation strategies towards improving PLC systems.  
Periodic disturbances such as those classified under i) and ii) are considered predictable and hence their 
modelling and alleviation is less challenging than those unpredictable as classified under iv). Single-
event (aperiodic) noise’s stochastic study has proven to be the hindrance towards modelling noise 
characteristics of the PLC channel due to its time-variant nature. Nonetheless, researchers have 
attempted to describe and predict this randomly occurring fluctuations statistically [43], [53]-[58]. 
 
1.4 PLC Regulations and Standardization 
In order to make certain that a power line communication system operates in a conducive environment 
and that it does not hamper the smooth operation of other communication technologies, there is need 
for standardization. There exists several standard bodies and groups with many established standards 
aimed at providing guidance and regulating the operational specifications of power line 
communications systems. There has been a progressive development of standards over time as 
discussed in section 1.2, nonetheless, it remains a work-in-progress. PLC systems exhibit both 
telecommunications (high frequency low power) and electrical (low frequency high power) properties, 
hence this has become the underlying motivation for the need for unprecedented regulatory bodies. To 
prevent interference to and from other communication systems, the power line channel, PLC products 
and services must adhere to and work under certain operational regulations such as electromagnetic 
compatibility (EMC), electric safety, and nets and communication services [59]. 
 
The emergence of any new technology is always accompanied by lack of standardization and absence 
of regulation thereof. As it was with the first telephone systems [60], early PLC systems were developed 
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without any particular standards in place simply because its large-scale economic implementation 
promise could not be foreseen. However, to this date, the economic appeal has grown a great deal and 
so did the need for regulation by governments for deployment and operation. The approval of the IEEE 
1901 standard has facilitated the international standardization of the HomePlug AV standard as a 
baseline technology for the FFT-OFDM PHY within the standard. 
 
The standardization process tends to be a lengthy prospect, usually emanating from the differences 
between the respective stakeholders. As with many other standards, the United States of America (USA) 
is content with having their own standards. They have arguably a large enough market to develop and 
sustain the technology within their confines. However, in Europe, multiple committees are established 
and together with regulatory bodies have to identify common grounds [13]. Some of the technical issues 
that require specifications are i) radiation emission limits and background noise (they both have an 
impact on the signal-to-ratio), ii) frequency bands, iii) measurement standards e.g. coupling as well as 
iv) maximum modem output power levels [61], [62]. For elementary and equitable regulations, 
frequency bands are separated to define PLC systems with those operating under 1 MHz (precisely < 
525 kHz) referred to as low frequency or LF-PLC, while those operating above 1 MHz (precisely > 1.6 
MHz) referred to as high frequency or HF-PLC [44]. A thorough discussion on various regulations and 
details of standards can be found in [62], including the allowable field strengths and corresponding 
distances at which they should be measured. 
 
1.5 Research Objectives 
Power line communication has recently emerged as a viable technology for provision of numerous 
multimedia services for home and office such as internet access, local area networking, etc. utilizing 
the in-building electrical wiring. Power lines are the most ubiquitous wired networks with a huge 
potential to provide the in-demand high speed broadband communication services, eliminating the need 
for new infrastructure. However, their design and structure presents a hostile environment towards high 
speed data communications as they were only designed for low frequency signal transmission. 
Accordingly, they exhibit high attenuation, multipath fading as well as random time-varying impulsive 
noise. 
In this work, the characteristics of power lines are investigated through a measurement campaign carried 
out within the University premises. The objectives of this study are as follows: 
 
 Measure, study and characterize the behaviour of impulsive noise in practical power line 
networks. 
 Measure, study and characterize the behaviour of background noise in practical power line 
networks.  
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 The statistical computations from data collected shall aid towards the development of realistic 
PLC noise models. 
 Power line networks present a multipath propagation scenario during transmission, a result of 
which can be described as dispersive. This work also aspires to study the dispersive 
characteristics of the power line, which directly impacts on the choice of modulation techniques 
and coding schemes for PLC systems. 
 Finally, to model the power line using a multipath based approach given the limited knowledge 
of the network topology, cable type and/or loading profile.  
 
1.6 Thesis Organization 
This work is comprised of six chapters. The first chapter introduces the concept of power line 
communications, its history and evolution. The review of some of the key contributions in this field is 
presented in chapter two. This review entails efforts on PLC channel modelling, noise characterization 
and modelling. The next three chapters, chapter 3, 4, and 5, are focused on the contributions made by 
the author as reflected under publications. Their focus is on noise, channel dispersion, and channel 























The fundamental principle of power line communication (PLC) is utilizing the existing electrical power 
line networks for communications purposes. For a greater period of their existence, power line have 
fulfilled its duties as a medium for transmission and distribution of low frequency electrical signals. 
Primitive power line communication was restricted to low speed applications such as remote metering 
and operations management services that serve the needs of utility companies. This narrow scope of 
PLC functionality has improved a great deal recently, owing to the tremendous increase in demand for 
high speed broadband multimedia communication services. 
 
This chapter aims to provide insight into some of the contributions in literature with regards to power 
line communication. The development of new PLC technology and systems requires extensive 
knowledge of the structure and properties of the power line network for its consideration as a viable 
channel. The historical development and current advances in the PLC technology are outlined. Channel 
and noise modelling approaches and developments are also outlined. This chapter serves as a knowledge 
basis that will be used in later sections of the dissertation to investigate existing techniques and develop 
approaches to serve the aim of enhancing the performance of PLC systems. 
 
2.2 Properties of Electrical Power Networks 
Power line communication systems exploit the existing electrical grid infrastructure to transport 
communication signals aimed at delivering broadband data services to the consumer. The primary 
purpose of the electrical power network is, nonetheless, the transmission and distribution of AC power 
signal at 50 or 60 Hz (50 Hz in Africa and other parts of the world, 60 Hz in North America) from the 
power generating plants to the customers. Accordingly, electrical networks differ significantly in 
topology, structure and physical characteristics from conventional communication channels like twisted 
pair, Ethernet cables, coaxial cables, and optical fibres. The viability of the PLC channel for high speed 
data transfer requires a comprehensive understanding of the channel’s structure and its underlying 
properties.  
Electrical networks are classified based on their voltage levels into three classes [63]: the high-voltage 
(HV) level (110 – 330 kV), the medium-voltage (MV) level (10 – 30 kV) and the low-voltage (LV) 
level (0.4 kV). These three segments of the electrical network are interconnected by transformers. The 
transformer present a data transmission blockage at high frequencies as it will only allow low frequency 
electrical signals to pass. Figure. 2.1 shows a typical structure of an electric power system. 




Figure 2.1: typical electrical power system 
[http://venturebeat.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/grid.jpg] 
 
2.2.1 High Voltage Networks 
High voltage power lines are used for the transmission of electrical power generated at the power plant 
to multiple substations, traversing long geographical distances of up to several hundred kilometres. 
High voltage power networks form the electric power backbone for the utility company. HV power 
transmission is usually carried out through overhead three phase conductors. This level of voltage is 
preferred for transportation over long distances essentially to reduce the energy losses. The main losses 
present in high voltage lines are the heat loss caused by the resistance of the power line material and 
leakage losses [63]. A convenient selection of the wire material and appropriate dimensioning of 
electrical cables can restrict heat losses to acceptable levels. Corona losses are likely to occur due to the 
discharge activities in the vicinity of the conductors caused by high electric field strengths at high 
voltages. Thinner conductors are more prone to these discharge effects when employed to transport high 
voltage signals. Moreover, corona discharge can produce concentrated high frequency impulses which 
may cause interference with radio broadcasting utilizing the low and medium frequency bands. 
Communication over high voltage lines at high frequencies is also subject to interference, reducing 
system reliability. Two dominant types of high frequency interference are specified in high-voltage 
overhead lines [63]: the first is the periodic short-duration impulsive interference generated by 
switching events and atmospheric discharges. It tends to have a broadband spectra in the frequency 
- 13 - 
 
domain. Since the conductors are carrying high voltages, the resulting impulses are characterized by 
very high magnitudes which may lead to dangerous peaks arriving at the receiver. The second type of 
interference prevalent in HV lines is a persistent broadband interference having a fairly high power 
spectral density (PSD). This interference is brought about by discharge activities and can be modelled 
as white Gaussian noise (WGN) with its PSD strongly dependent on weather conditions increasing 
drastically in the presence of rain, frost and fog. Due to severe interference and attenuation at high 
voltages, HV power lines are not suitable for data transmission [64]. Alternatively, fibre optic cables 
are generally installed along high voltage routes for control and monitoring purposes as well as for data 
transmission exploiting their high capacity. 
 
2.2.2 Medium Voltage Networks 
Medium voltage networks are typically employed to supply electricity to rural areas, small towns and 
independent industrial companies. Generally, MV electrical power lines carry voltage levels ranging 
between 10 kV and 30 kV and have typical lengths of about 5 – 25 km [63]. Overhead lines and 
underground cables are both used in the medium voltage range for the transmission and distribution of 
electrical power. However, in densely-populated urban areas, underground cables are normally 
preferred. Unlike overhead high voltage lines, medium voltage overhead lines tends to require relatively 
smaller poles and smaller wire cross-sections because of the smaller voltage they carry. With regards 
to the physical structure, MV lines are mainly made of copper and aluminium with various cross-section 
shapes including round, sector-shaped and oval [63]. The preferred insulation for medium voltage 
power line networks is usually Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) or vulcanized polyethylene (VPE). Regarding 
data transmission, medium voltage lines form the back bone of the electric utility data communications 
over power lines [64]. 
 
2.2.3 Low Voltage Networks 
The low voltage network is the last portion of the electrical network supplying electrical power to the 
consumers at 100 – 400 volts. In Europe underground cables are mainly used in this voltage level [63], 
[65]. However, in South Africa, low voltage overhead lines are still visible in urban areas. In terms of 
the physical structure, low voltage lines are similar to medium voltage lines and are composed of copper 
or aluminium with PVC or VPE insulation. The length of LV electrical power lines normally extends 
up to 500 m from the MV/LV transformer station to the consumer’s premises. Power line 
communication technologies utilize the low voltage electrical wiring to deliver communications 
services to the home or office. Furthermore, in-building networking solutions can be established 
through the power line network. 
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2.3 Characteristics of Power Lines 
Power lines form the medium of transmission in PLC systems. Since the primary purpose of these lines 
is the transmission of electric signals at 50 or 60 Hz, their design did not take into consideration the 
possibility for data transport at higher frequencies. This section serves to provide an overview of the 
technical characteristics of electrical wiring pertaining to their usability and/or suitability for data 
transmission. 
 
2.3.1 Capacitance and Inductance 
The power line network distributes electrical power to various devices connected to the network. The 
devices connected to the power network are characterized by a certain inductance (L) and capacitance 
(C) each of which depends on the amount of current flowing through the device’s circuit. The 
inductance of an electrical circuit defines the amount of magnetic flux caused by the current running 
through the circuit. Depending on the value of inductance (amount of flux), it can be limited within the 
circuit or may interfere with other circuits if it’s large enough. If an electric current (I) induces a 





                                                                                  (2.1) 
 
If the circuit is driven by an alternating current (AC) with voltage (V), at a frequency (f), the following 




                                                                            (2.2) 
 
The capacitance of an electric circuit represents a measure of the amount of electrical energy stored for 
a given potential created between two adjacent conductive surfaces with opposite charges [66]. The 
capacitance is defined in terms of the electric charge (Q) and the voltage (V) between the two surfaces 





                                                                                 (2.3) 
 






                                                                          (2.4) 
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2.3.2 Impedance 
The overall opposition to the flow of current in alternating current (AC) circuits is measured by 
impedance. The impedance (Z) of a cable is made of resistive, capacitive and inductive components and 
can be expressed in a complex form by [66]: 
 
𝑍 = 𝑅 + 𝑗𝐿2𝜋𝑓 +
1
𝑗𝐶2𝜋𝑓
                                                                      (2.5) 
 
For circuits only operated by a direct current (DC), the impedance will be equivalent to a pure resistance. 
Normal operation in electrical networks entails continuous connection to or disconnection from of 
appliances in the power network. Accordingly, the input impedance seen by a PLC device connected to 
the network in the vicinity of such loads may be variable and unpredictable. This inconsistency makes 
it difficult to model the power line channel to determine its suitability for simultaneous transmission of 
communication signals. Poor or lack of matching of the loads in the electrical network to the cable’s 
characteristic impedance leads to reflections from the loads back along the cable towards the source. 
The severity of the reflections depends on the output impedances of the loads, with significant 
reflections able to deter the communication signal from reaching the receiver with sufficient energy. 
This channel variation caused by plugging and/or unplugging of electrical appliances makes for a 
difficult prospect in modelling PLC channels. Section 2.5 presents some of the attempts in literature 
towards modelling of power line channels.  
 
2.4 PLC Noise 
One of the significant features of electrical networks, particularly in the “last mile” area and in-building 
wiring, is the susceptibility to a variety of signals. Understanding of the different interference sources 
in the electrical power network is key to establishing reliable high speed PLC data systems. Generally, 
the electrical devices connected to the network or its proximity are the main sources of interference. 
This is, however, not always a result of any kind of malfunction in the power network as some of the 
electrical machinery and devices can cause interference even during their normal operation. In addition, 
switching electrical appliances (on and off) causes impulsive current and voltage peaks propagating 
along the electrical wiring. Typical noise-generating electrical devices include light dimmers, 
fluorescent and halogen lamps, universal motors and so forth [67], [68]. Another kind of impairment 
affecting broadband power line communications (BPL) is with regards to electromagnetic interference 
(EMI) and electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) of power lines. The unshielded electrical wiring is 
susceptible to radiation effects from radio services operating in the same radio frequency (RF) band. 
Broadband power line devices typically operate in the frequency range 2 – 30 MHz. Radio services 
operating within this frequency range such as amateur radio have been using parts of the medium 
frequency (MF) and high frequency (HF) bands for decades. 




Figure 2.2: PLC communication system [69] 
 
Accordingly, contrary to conventional communication channels, power line communication noise 
cannot be described by the classical approach of additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN). The noise 
present in power lines is often categorized into classes. As reported in [63], noise at a wall power outlet 
is summarized into three main categories: coloured background noise, narrowband interference and 
impulsive noise. According to [70], there are five types of noise: coloured background noise, 
narrowband noise, periodic impulsive noise synchronous to the mains frequency and asynchronous 
impulsive noise. Figure 2.2 depicts a PLC link under a noisy scenario encountered during data 
transmission. The transmitted signal x(t) passes through a PLC channel represented by its channel 
transfer function H(f). Various types of noise are added to x(t) before its arrival at the receiver. The 
different types of noise scenarios that are depicted in Fig. 2.2 are described with more details as follows: 
 
 Coloured background noise: this type of noise is usually assumed to be the aggregate result of 
various sources of white noise characterized by different noise amplitudes at different portions 
of the frequency band [71]. Coloured background noise is typically characterized by a fairly 
low power spectral density (PSD). This PSD tends to decrease with an increase in frequency. 
Its highest value is in the frequency band closest to the power signal frequency (50 Hz or 60 
Hz) up to about 20 kHz [63]. 
 Narrowband Noise: this type of noise occurs at narrow portions of the frequency band with a 
relatively high PSD. Narrowband interference appears in the form of sharp peaks of noise 
amplitudes in the frequency domain. It is generally caused by the radio stations broadcasting 
their signals in the frequencies typically within the 1 – 22 MHz range. Nonetheless, narrowband 
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interference may occur at lower frequency bands. Its occurrence at such low frequencies is due 
to the switching of electrical appliances such as television sets, power supplies, fluorescent 
lamps or computer screens [63]. 
 Periodic Impulsive Noise Synchronous to the Mains Frequency: the main cause of periodic 
impulsive noise is the switching of rectifiers in DC power supplies [71] and phase control in 
electric devices such as light dimmers, which takes effect synchronously with the power signal 
frequency. Cyclic voltage peaks of impulsive nature are generated at every zero-crossing of the 
mains signal leading to repetition rates of the multiples of the mains frequency (i.e. 50 or 100 
Hz for 50 Hz power grids). These type of impulses are generally characterized by short 
durations and a PSD that decreases with frequency. 
 Periodic Impulsive Noise Asynchronous to the Mains Frequency: this periodic interference 
occurs with repetition rates in the range of 50 – 200 kHz. Impulses of this type are generated as 
a result of switching of power supplies. 
 Asynchronous Impulsive Noise: the main cause of asynchronous impulsive noise is switching 
transients that occur in various parts of the electric network. Measurements in [70] show that 
typical impulses of this type have durations ranging from some microseconds to a few 
milliseconds. The threat posed by this random noise occurring in bursts on high speed PLC data 
communication is quite significant. Effectively, the need for robust modulation techniques and 
powerful channel coding schemes is highlighted. 
 
The first three noise types described above generally remain stationary over long periods of time (i.e. 
seconds, minutes or hours) and can be summarized as background noise [63], [70], [72]. The last two 
types have a random time-varying nature and can be described as impulsive noise. A review of the 
different approaches to modelling impulsive noise will be given in section 2.6. 
 
2.5 PLC Channel Modelling 
The emergence of new communication systems demands an extensive knowledge and understanding of 
the characteristics of the transmission medium for effective communication. The choice of the 
transmission technique and other design parameters is based on the channel transfer properties and the 
capacity offered by the channel. Therefore, suitable models that can describe the transmission behaviour 
over the channel with sufficient precision are required. As mentioned before, the electrical power line 
channel is not designed for high speed data transmission, hence modelling this channel is a very difficult 
task and forms one of the major technical challenges [65], [71], [73], [74]. In addition to the impulsive 
noise dilemma that was discussed in the previous section, electrical networks exhibit strong branching 
topologies due to their intricate distribution structures, which gives rise to significant degradation of 
transmission quality. Signal propagation along power lines does not only take a single path from the 
transmitter to the receiver. Multiple paths are possible due the numerous routes created by the numerous 
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branches. Furthermore, reflections from the loads connected at the branch end points lead to the 
reception of multiple delayed copies (echoes) of the transmitted signal. Several attempts to model the 
power line as a communication channel can be found in the literature, for example [75]-[78]. However, 
existing models for the transfer function of power line channels are based on two fundamental 
approaches: time domain and frequency domain [65]. Time domain models are typically based on 
averaged measurement trials of obtained results. On the other hand, frequency domain models, are based 
on a deterministic approach. These two approaches are briefly reviewed in the following two sub-
sections. 
 
2.5.1 Time Domain Approach: The Multipath Model 
The topology and structure of power line networks differs from those of conventional 
telecommunication networks. In PLC networks, the link between a substation and the customer’s 
premises is not presented by a point-to-point connection as in the case of communication networks such 
as telephone local loops. As shown previously in Figure. 2.1, the link from a transformer substation 
consists of a distribution link forming a bus topology and house connections with variable lengths 
representing branches from the distributer cable. The house connection is terminated at a house 
connection box, which is then succeeded by numerous branches in the in-building wiring. Due to the 
heavy presence of branching and impedance mismatches in the power line network, multiple reflections 
occur giving rise to a multipath propagation scenario with frequency selectivity. Furthermore, this 
frequency selectivity causes frequency-dependent attenuation and thus should be considered in the PLC 
modelling process. Generally, signal attenuation in power lines is the result of coupling losses which 
depends on the PLC transmitter design and line losses depending on the length of the cable [73]. In 
addition to the frequency-dependent attenuation, the channel transfer characteristic is also time-varying 
and depends on the location of the receiver since different appliances are constantly been plugged in 
and out of the network causing changes in the transfer function. Models of the power line channel 
transfer function that describe the multipath propagation effects have been proposed by Phillips [76] 
and Zimmermann and Dostert [75], [79]. According to [75], the channel transfer function H(f) that 
describe the signal propagation in PLC channels in the frequency range from 500 kHz to 20 MHz is 
given by the following: 
 





∙     𝑒−𝑗2𝜋𝑓𝜏𝑖                                          (2.6) 
 
where 𝑁𝑝 is the number of meaningful propagation paths, 𝑐𝑖 and 𝑑𝑖 are the weighting factor and length 
of the ith path respectively. In this model the multipath scenario is represented by a superposition of 
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signals arriving from 𝑁𝑝 different paths. Frequency-dependent attenuation is described by the 
parameters 𝑎0, 𝑎1 and the exponent k. In this model, the first exponential represents the attenuation 
factor, whereas the second exponential describes the echo scenario where 𝜏𝑖 is the path delay and is 








                                                                             (2.7) 
 
where 𝑟 is the dielectric constant of the insulating material, 𝑐0 is the speed of light and 𝑣𝑝 is the 
propagation velocity. To demonstrate the multipath signal propagation in power lines, a simple example 
extracted from [75] is illustrated in Figure. 2.3. This simple topology, commonly known as the T-
network, consists of a power line with a single branch represented by the line segment from point B to 
point D in the figure. The three segments of the link (i.e. (1), (2) and (3)) are assumed to have different 
lengths and different characteristic impedances. Consider that points A and C (transmitter and receiver 
respectively) are matched to their line characteristic impedances, then it follows that only points B and 
D can cause reflections in the link. These reflections occurring at points B and D will lead to an infinite 
number of propagation paths from point A to point C (e.g. A-B-C or A-B-D-B-D-…C).  The 
transmission and reflection factors in each branch determines the weighting factor each propagation 
path will have, which is denoted by 𝑔𝑖 in the transfer function given in equation (2.6). 
Generally, the parameters of the model in equation (2.6) can be obtained from measurements of the 
PLC channel complex transfer characteristics. 
 
 
Figure 2.3: Single branch PLC channel 
 
The magnitude of the channel frequency response can be used to determine the values of the attenuation 
parameters (i.e. 𝑎0, 𝑎1 and k). The path parameters (𝑔𝑖 , 𝑑𝑖  and 𝜏𝑖) can be obtained from the impulse 
response of the channel. The number of paths is typically in the range 5 – 50 paths [71]. 
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2.5.2 Frequency Domain Approach: Transmission Line Theory Models 
The power line channel can be modelled using deterministic approaches provided a detailed knowledge 
of the communication link between the transmitter and the receiver is available. Thus, knowledge of 
the network topology, physical properties of the cable, and load impedances should be available. Two 
models based on a two-conductor and a multi-conductor transmission line (MTL) theory are briefly 
reviewed. 
Two-Conductor Transmission Line Models 
Various researchers have utilized the two-conductor transmission line theory to model the power line 
channel as can be found in [77] and [78]. Typically, these models use either scattering or transmission 
matrix approach [65]. A two-conductor transmission line, with ground being the second conductor 
supports four modes of signal propagation. The signal travels along the line in two spatial modes each 
having two directions of propagation [65]. The two spatial modes are the differential and common 
mode. The dominant mode that carries the data signal in the desired direction along the transmission 
line is the differential mode. Differential signalling can be used to excite the propagation in the 
differential mode only, and reduce the propagation in the common mode which is normally induced by 
external noise. To achieve good rejection of unwanted external signals, the two conductors must be well 
balanced as any imbalance between them promotes common mode propagation. The two-conductor 
model does not address the effects of wiring and grounding practices in the transmission behaviour. In 
addition, the model neglected the effect of electromagnetic compatibility issues in the estimation of the 
common mode currents. Additionally, the two-conductor model does not explain the propagation in the 
presence of a third conductor present in single-phase power lines leading to a MTL situation. 
Consequently, the attempts to model the power line channel based on a two-conductor transmission line 
approach did not fully explain the propagation behaviour along power lines [65]. 
Multi-Conductor Transmission Line Models 
Electrical Power cables used in single-phase connections normally consist of three or four conductors, 
which limits the applicability of the two-conductor transmission line model in explaining the 
propagation behaviour. Therefore, the modelling of the power line channel in the presence of a third or 
fourth conductor should rather consider multiple-conductor transmission line theory. In MTL, a 
transmission line consisting of N conductors and ground is partitioned into N simple TL’s, each 
representing a single propagation mode [79]. Accordingly, the signal at the input of an MTL is broken 
into N modal components, each of which traverses the corresponding modal TL. Recombination of the 
modal components of the signal takes place at the output ports. The coupling between each port and 
each modal TL is obtained using the weighting factors in the voltage and current transformation 
matrices. If a three-conductor power cable is used, then six propagation modes exist in the line resulting 
from three spatial modes (i.e. differential, pair and common). Each of the three spatial modes has two 
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directions of propagation. The desired signal current generally travels in the differential mode. The 
signal in the pair-mode corresponds to the current flowing from the ground wire and the other two wires, 
whereas the signal in the common mode of operation corresponds to the overall imbalance between the 
modes and is directly related to the cable installation practices [74]. In indoor PLC systems, there is 
usually an imbalance between the propagation modes which results in coupling between the propagation 
modes [74]. Frequency-domain channel models based on TL theory offer the advantage of low 
computational complexity that is almost independent of the power line link topology [65]. Nevertheless, 
a comprehensive knowledge of the transmission link must be available a priori. The model requires 
details about the topology, properties of the cables used and impedance values at the end of every branch 
involved. The validity of the model can easily be nullified if an appreciable amount of knowledge of 
such parameters is not available. In a practical scenario, such knowledge of the power line network is 
nearly impossible, which makes modelling the power line using the frequency-domain models based 
on TL theory unrealistic. The time-domain approach described in section 2.5.1, however does not 
require such details about the network. For this reason, the time-domain multipath model is preferred 
over frequency-domain models and it is thus utilized in this dissertation to simulate typical channel 
scenarios in PLC networks. Its applicability is validated through measurements. 
 
2.6 Impulsive Noise Modelling 
High-speed communications over power lines is confronted with a significant challenge in terms of 
asynchronous impulsive noise. Practical measurements show that this type of noise can have large 
energy leading to a significant degradation in the performance of PLC systems [71], [81]. Its ability to 
frequently sweep complete data symbols is a cause for concern in the research community as well as 
designers of PLC devices and systems. In [82], it is reported through practical measurements in power 
lines that the typical strength of a single impulse is more than 10 dB above the background noise level 
and can exceed 40 dB. Measurements in [70] indicate that the PSD of impulsive noise generally exceed 
the PSD of background noise by a minimum of 10 – 15 dB in most parts of the 0.2 – 20 MHz band. 
Furthermore, this difference may even rise to more than 50 dB at certain parts of the band. Figure 2.4 
shows a sample impulse having a duration of approximately 50 µs. In the time-domain, three random 
variables characterize the impulsive noise that occurs in power lines and other communication 
mediums. These are: impulse width, amplitude and inter-arrival time (IAT). Several attempts to derive 
the probability distribution statistics of these three parameters based on practical measurements in 
power line networks can be found in [82] and [83]. The impulse width and amplitude both represents 
the energy carried by a single impulse. The frequency of the impulses (the reciprocal of IAT) along 
with the impulse energy describe the power of the impulsive noise. Numerous statistical approaches 
have been put forward in literature in an attempt to model impulsive noise as described in the following 
sub-sections. Background noise on the other hand is usually modelled as white Gaussian noise (WGN) 
[82].  
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Figure 2.4: Sample Impulsive noise [82] 
 
2.6.1 Middleton Class A Noise Model 
Middleton in [84]-[86] classifies the electromagnetic (EM) noise or interference into three main classes: 
Class A, Class B and Class C (the sum of Class A and Class B). Various researchers concede that the 
Middleton Class A noise model satisfactorily describes the statistical characteristics of the impulsive 
noise in PLC environments as in [81], [87]-[89] as well as in other communication environments [90]. 
This model integrates both background and impulsive noises. Following the Middleton Class A model, 
the overall noise is a sequence of independent and identically distributed (i.i.d.) complex random 
variables with the probability density function (PDF): 
 











                                              (2.8) 
 
where the variance 𝜎𝑚
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where the parameter A is called the impulsive index and is determined as the product of the average rate 
of impulses per unit time and average impulse duration. The variances 𝜎𝑔
2 and 𝜎𝑖
2 denote the power of 
background noise and impulsive noise respectively. The ratio between background noise and impulsive 






2                                                                                  (2.10) 
 
It can be deduced from (2.8) that the PDF of the Middleton Class A noise is actually a weighted sum of 
Gaussian PDFs with mean equal to zero. Accordingly, the mean and variance of this process can be 
obtained by the following [81]: 
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The Middleton Class A model was originally developed to describe the man-made EM interference 
with impulsive behaviour. Despite the fact that this model has been considered by many researchers to 
describe impulsive noise, its applicability to model impulsive noise in power line networks remains 
inconclusive. 
 
2.6.2 Bernoulli-Gaussian Model 
Owing to its simplicity, the Bernoulli-Gaussian model is frequently used to model impulsive noise in 
power line networks and other communication channels [91]-[95]. In a Bernoulli-Gaussian model of 
impulsive noise, the occurrence of impulsive noise is modelled according to the Bernoulli process b(m), 
whereas the amplitude of the impulses is modelled according to the Gaussian distribution n(m) [96]. A 
Bernoulli process is an i.i.d. sequence of ones and zeros with a probability that the process takes a value 
of ‘1’ (𝑝(𝑏(𝑚) = 1) = 𝛼); therefore, the process takes a value of ‘0’ with a probability of 1 − 𝛼. The 
probability mass function (pmf) of a Bernoulli process is defined by: 
 
𝑃𝑏[𝑏(𝑚)] = {
𝛼          for 𝑏(𝑚) = 1
                                           
1 − 𝛼  for 𝑏(𝑚) = 0
                                              (2.13) 
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The mean and variance of the Bernoulli process are given by: 
𝜇𝑏 = 𝐸[𝑏(𝑚)] = 𝛼                                                                               (2.14) 
𝜎𝑏
2 = 𝐸{[𝑏(𝑚) − 𝜇𝑏]
2} = 𝛼(1 − 𝛼)                                                   (2.15) 
 
The amplitudes of impulses are obtained from a Gaussian distribution with zero mean and variance 
𝜎𝑛








2 )                                                             (2.16) 
 
2.6.3 Poisson-Gaussian Model 
A simple and efficient way that is often used to model impulse noise is the Poisson-Gaussian model 
[89], [91], [92]. In [92], it has been determined through measurements that in residential power line 
networks, the arrival of impulsive noise resembles a Poisson distribution. In the Poisson-Gaussian 
model, the impulse arrival time is modelled according to the Poisson process and the impulsive noise 
amplitudes are modelled as a Gaussian process of zero mean and variance 𝜎𝑛
2. Thus, the impulsive noise 
will occur according to a Poisson distribution with a rate 𝜆 units per second, so that the probability of 
an event of m arrivals in unit time is: 
 




,       𝑚 = 0, 1, 2, …                                  (2.17) 
 
However, the amplitude of impulsive noise is modelled as a Gaussian process with a mean of zero and 
variance 𝜎𝑛
2 as described in the previous section. To model the total noise that occurs in PLC 
transmission in the discrete time domain, the background noise 𝑤𝑘  is usually assumed to be an AWGN 
[77], [91]. The impulsive noise 𝑖𝑘  can be defined using the Poisson-Gaussian model as: 
 
𝑖𝑘 = 𝑏𝑘𝑔𝑘                                                                                  (2.18) 
 
where 𝑏𝑘 denotes the arrival of impulses according to the Poisson process and 𝑔𝑘  is a white Gaussian 
process characterizing the impulse amplitudes. This model can be physically thought of as each 
transmitted symbol being independently struck by an impulse with a probability of 𝑏𝑘  having a random 
Gaussian amplitude of 𝑔𝑘  [90]. If the signal 𝑎𝑘  is transmitted over power lines impaired by impulsive 
noise, the received signal can be represented by: 
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𝑟𝑘 = 𝑎𝑘 + 𝑤𝑘 + 𝑖𝑘                                                                   (2.19) 
 
The probability density function of the total noise 𝑛𝑘  is given by [90]: 
 
𝑝(𝑛𝑘𝑅 , 𝑛𝑘𝐼) = (1 − 𝛼)𝐺(𝑛𝑘𝑅, 0, 𝜎𝑤
2 ) + 𝛼𝐺(𝑛𝑘𝑅, 0, 𝜎𝑤
2 + 𝜎𝑖
2)𝐺(𝑛𝑘𝐼 , 0, 𝜎𝑤
2 + 𝜎𝑖
2)                 (2.20) 
 
where 𝛼 is the probability of occurrence of impulsive noise and 𝐺(𝑥, 𝜇, 𝜎2) is the Gaussian pdf with 
mean 𝜇 and variance 𝜎2 and as defined in equation (2.16).  
Based on the measurements carried out in actual indoor power line channels, the noise characteristics 
were investigated. The summary of our findings with regards to the parameters of the impulsive noise 
statistics shows consistency with findings elsewhere in terms of its amplitude, duration and interval 
time in time domain. The parametric model used to capture background noise of PLC channels in the 
frequency domain in terms of its spectral density shows a good improvement on the results. We have 
used the same three-parameter model popular in literature but we have modified the measurement 
algorithm to eliminate the influence of narrowband interference from other radio services operating 
within the same band.  
The time-domain multipath approach discussed in section 2.5.1 is employed in chapter 5 of this 
dissertation and it has proved to describe the PLC channel adequately. However, to further enhance the 
usability of this model, we have introduced another approach which considers the time variability of 
the channel. Its performance is evaluated by considering the statistical variation of its parameters, which 
allows us to capture an ensemble of different power line topologies. The model parameters are 
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CHAPTER THREE 
BROADBAND ANALYSIS AND CHARACTERIZATION OF NOISE FOR IN-DOOR 
POWER-LINE COMMUNICATION CHANNELS 
 
2.1 Introduction 
Power line communication (PLC) has emerged as an alternative solution for connectivity at home 
and offices in recent times [69]. The universal existence of power-line networks in buildings and 
residential areas present a convenient and inexpensive communication media. However, developing 
PLC systems turns out to be a massive challenge for the communication engineer having to deal 
with such a harsh channel [97]. The difference between power line networks and other conventional 
media such as twisted pair and coaxial cable is significant in terms of topology, structure and 
physical properties. The transfer characteristics of PLC channels are time-varying and frequency 
dependent with deep fades as high as 60 dB [98]. Additionally, PLC noise cannot be described as 
additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) as is the case for conventional communication Channels. 
With high data rates (~1Gbps) in demand nowadays, the PLC band is expanded [99]. These goals 
can be achieved by improving the resource allocation efficiency [100], with regards to the transfer 
function [101], [102] and the stochastic noise detail [103]. Thus, obtaining realistic power line 
channel noise models remain a key goal for the PLC community worldwide. Practical modems’ 
performance fluctuates widely and these variations are a consequence of the presence of different 
appliances connected to the network [104], electromagnetic interference (EMI) [105], power 
supplies and switching loads [106]. Its development for multimedia broadband applications thus 
requires an extensive knowledge of the major peculiarities which influences communication over 
this channel. PLC channels are susceptible to noise inherent in power networks, leading to 
performance degradation. In this work, we have set up a measurement system designed to capture 
the noise both in frequency and time domain for practical power networks. The main observable 
components of the indoor PLC noise are: background noise, impulsive noise, and narrowband 
interferences. The impulsive components of PLC noise are observed to be time variant, random in 
nature, have high power spectral density (PSD) and lasts for very small time durations. A greater 
portion of the impulsive noise has cyclostationary behaviour, though with different amplitudes and 
widths. The repetition rates of these impulses are synchronous with the mains harmonics of 50 Hz 
and 100 Hz, the supply frequency in South Africa. Others have irregular occurrences and much 
higher repetition rates; hence they are unpredictable in nature. This noise is referred to as 
asynchronous impulsive noise [107]. 
 
These noise terms are key design parameters for modulation schemes in broadband PLC, popularly 
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM), with its conventional receivers assuming 
additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) [108]. The time variability of PLC noise is presented 
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alongside its statistical analysis based on a series of measurements performed on numerous power 
line scenarios. The relevance of this time variance is evaluated in actual channels. The significant 
difference in amplitudes of the impulsive noise is observed and characterized statistically. The 
power spectral density for both the worst case and best case background noise scenarios is 
presented. Finally, we present the results of the noise PSD captured with a parametric model and 
compare our results with findings from other parts of the world. 
 
Noise in PLC systems remains one of the major peculiarities that influence communication 
performance over this channel. This is particularly the case in the “last mile” and in-building parts 
of the electrical network. Its contribution to the hostility of the channel alongside multipath, 
selective fading and attenuation justifies its consideration when designing PLC systems. To 
successfully employ power lines for reliable high-speed data transmission, it is necessary to study 
and understand the numerous noise scenarios that exist in the PLC network. Noise generated by 
internal and external devices connected either to or in close proximity to the power line transmission 
network persistently cause impairment in PLC systems. Inherently, the normal operation of 
electrical machinery and appliances causes interference. The noise at any power outlet is the sum 
of all the noises produced by different appliances connected to the line plus background noise. 
Typical noise-generating electrical appliances include halogen and fluorescent lamps, light 
dimmers, universal motors and so forth [67], [68]. PLC noise varies with time largely in response 
to the varying loading profile of the network as consumers plug appliances in and out of the network 
at random.  
 
Broadband power line communication (BPL) is also affected by electromagnetic interference (EMI) 
and electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) of power networks. Electrical wiring is susceptible to 
irradiation from other radio services operating in the same radio frequency (RF) band. Broadband 
PLC networks operate in the 1-30 MHz band and portions of this band are also employed by AM, 
FM, as well as amateur radio. These services have been using the medium frequency (MF) and high 
frequency (HF) bands for decades.  
It is clearly not the responsibility of the cable makers to provide shielding against possible 
interference as PVC provides enough insulation for the intended purpose. The challenge therefore 








Figure 3.1: Noise in PLC systems 
 
The noise scenario during PLC transmission as depicted in figure (3.1) is indicative that, as opposed 
to other traditional communication channels, PLC noise cannot be described by the additive white 
Gaussian noise (AWGN) model. This model assumes that the noise power spectral density (PSD) 
is constant and has a Gaussian distribution of amplitude across the communication band. Often 
times in PLC systems, noise is classed into different categories. In [63] after noise measurements 
at a wall outlet, three main categories were used to summarize the noise: coloured background 
noise, narrow-band interference, and impulsive noise.  However, according to [70], five categories 
have been derived: coloured background noise, narrowband noise, periodic impulsive noise 
synchronous with the mains frequency, periodic impulsive noise asynchronous with the mains 
frequency, and asynchronous impulsive noise. The transmitted signal propagates through the PLC 
channel of a certain transfer function, 𝐻(𝑓). On arrival at the receiver, the transmitted signal 
contains all the noise components added to it as it traverses the channel. A detailed explanation of 
the different noise impairments under their respective classes is as follows: 
 
3.1.1 Background Noise 
a) Colored Noise: This noise is the total sum of numerous sources of white noise with 
variable amplitudes across the frequency band [71]. Colored background noise is 
generally characterized by a reasonably low power spectral density (PSD). Typically 
caused by common building and residential electronic appliances, this PSD tends to 
decrease as the frequency increases. It attains high values in the frequency band near 
the power mains frequency (50 Hz or 60 Hz) up to about 20 kHz [63]. 
b) Narrow-band Interferences: This type of noise occurs at narrow functions of the 
frequency band but with a rather high PSD. Narrow-band noise appears as sharp peaks 
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of high amplitudes in the frequency domain. The main issue with utilizing electrical 
wiring for communication is its lack of shielding. At high frequencies these lines 
behave like antennas, thus they have the ability to intercept transmissions in the same 
frequency bands. Interference is thus sourced from external radio stations broadcasting 
in the 1-30 MHz range such as AM, FM as well as amateur radio. However, narrow-
band interference is also possible at much lower frequencies due to switching of 
electrical appliances such as power supplies, television sets, fluorescent lamps, or 
computer monitors [63]. 
 
3.1.2 Impulsive Noise: 
a) Periodic impulsive noise synchronous with the mains frequency: This type of noise is 
peculiar with silicon controlled rectifiers (SCRs) commonly used in DC power supplies 
and phase control in devices such as light dimmers, which occurs synchronously with 
the mains frequency, 50/100 Hz in South Africa (60/120 Hz in the US) [71]. Periodic 
voltage impulsive peaks are generated at every zero-crossing of the mains signal which 
leads to repetition rates of multiples of the mains frequency. Periodic impulses 
synchronous with the mains are characterized by short durations and a PSD that 
decreases with increasing frequency. 
b) Periodic impulsive noise asynchronous with the mains frequency: It typically originates 
from switching (on and off) power supplies commonly found in various household 
appliances, and it has repetition rates between 50 kHz and 200 kHz [109]. 
c) Asynchronous Impulsive Noise: the main cause of asynchronous impulsive noise is the 
transients that occur due to switching in different parts of the electrical network. 
According to the findings in [99] typical impulsive durations range from some 
microseconds to a few milliseconds. It is sporadic in nature, thus it can appear in bursts 
which signifies the severe impact it can have on high speed PLC communication 
systems. This also highlights the need for robust modulation schemes as well as 
powerful channel coding techniques. 
 
Background noise is of time-variant nature, nonetheless, it can be considered stationery since it 
varies slowly over periods of seconds and minutes or at times hours [63], [70], [72]. On the other 
hand, the impulsive noise cannot be considered stationary. Typically, impulsive noise has short 
durations ranging from some microseconds up to a few milliseconds and are characterized by high 
amplitudes. During the occurrence of impulsive noise, the power spectral density (PSD) of this type 
of noise can be up to 50 dB above the background noise [76]. Therefore, the resultant noise scenario 
can be represented as the sum of the two major noise terms: 
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𝜂(𝑡) = 𝑛𝑏(𝑡) + 𝑛𝑖𝑚𝑝(𝑡)                                                         (3.1) 
 
where the background and impulsive noise terms are denoted by the first and second components 
respectively. 
 
At the present moment, the aforementioned noise terms still have many related unknowns. The 
probability distribution and instantaneous PSD of the background noise are usually determined 
inclusive of the impulsive noise terms as well as the narrow-band interferences. Accordingly, quite 
a peaky PSD is obtained as well as a non-Gaussian probability distribution [110], [72]. Regarding 
the impulsive noise, its determination has mainly been accomplished in the time domain using 
digital storage oscilloscopes triggered by a peak detection output. Statistical data such as inter-
arrival time, pulse width, and pulse amplitude [70], [111] are computed from the stored data. 
However, this procedure has some drawbacks. The key one being that low-level impulses are 
typically dominated by those of high-level amplitudes, particularly narrow-band interferences. The 
masked noise components thus hardly contributes to the statistical derivations, making it difficult 
to identify its periodicity. This creates a bias in the estimation of statistical occurrence of the pulse 
widths as well as pulse amplitudes. In time domain, there is a possibility of discrimination against 
some impulsive noise terms from different components due to overlaps. As a consequence, 
computation of statistics from data obtained in this manner may be of little use towards the 
development of realistic PLC noise models. 
 
We consider the time dependency of PLC channels. The major contribution to this effect is due to 
the unpredictable nature of the noise sources. It is from this time-variability that we derive 
confidence in the measured data, that there is adequate integrity in the collected data. Continuous 
data collection addresses two key issues: 1) over time, missed impulsive peaks either due to 
instrument resolution limitations (time domain) or overlaps will eventually be captured at some 
other time instant, 2) in the frequency domain, narrow-band interference caused by radio 
broadcasting occupy specific portions of the band and is dominant therein (see Figure 3.7). Thus, a 
mitigation technique employed to curb this noise should equally supress any other noise in the same 
band. The measurement approach thus requires a reasonably large number of measurements taken 
repeatedly over a period of time to improve its integrity and usefulness. 
 
The focus of this chapter is the characterisation of the numerous noise terms as found in PLC 
channels aimed at providing broadband services to the home. We have thus decided to classify noise 
macroscopically as either background (predictable) or impulsive in nature (unpredictable). A 
classification of the background noise is according to its power spectral density while the impulsive 
noise is presented according to its statistical characteristics. 
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3.2 Noise Measurements  
In this section we describe the measurement procedure and instrumentation employed throughout the 
measurement process. PLC noise from actual indoor channels was measured both in time and frequency 
domain using Tektronix TDS 2024B digital storage oscilloscope and Rhode & Schwartz spectrum 
analyser respectively. A coupling circuit is used as an interface between the PLC channel and 
measurement devices. The broadband coupler not only facilitates reception of the noise signals, but also 
provides galvanic isolation between mains and measurement equipment. The coupler as shown in 
Figure 3.2 employs a broadband 1:1 transformer in combination with a capacitor yielding a high pass 
(LC) filter. On either side of the transformer are placed transient voltage surge suppressors (TVSS) with 
a metal oxide varistor (MOV) on the primary and back-to-back zener diodes on the secondary. Their 
purpose is to suppress any voltage spikes large enough to damage the sensitive measuring equipment. 
The coupler transfer characteristics exhibit a reasonably flat response in the 1-30 MHz band, with the 
worst case loss of 1.59 dB within this band. Nonetheless, a calibration is performed prior to 
measurements. 
 
PLC network noise as reported in [107] is very complex. It is resultant from electrical appliances 
connected to the network as well as external noise coupled to the network either by radiation or 
conduction. This noise can be classified in terms of its periodicity, randomness and cyclic nature [70]. 
 
3.3 Impulsive Noise 
Impulsive noise (synchronous and asynchronous) is one of the main challenges for high speed 
communications over power lines. It has been shown practically that this type of noise tends to carry 
large amounts of energy enough to cause significant degradation in the performance of a PLC system 
[71], [81]. It is thus a concern to both researchers and designers that impulsive noise may frequently 
sweep complete data symbols. In [82], practical measurements in power lines found that the typical 
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Figure 3.2: Coupling Circuit 
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exceed 40 dB. The same behaviour can be observed from our measurements where impulse strength 
rise well above the background noise.  
 
3.4 Measurements Results 
It is evident from figure 3.3 that there exists impulsive amplitudes that attains values well above 
background noise level, as high as 0.6V. For meaningful interpretation of the impulse energy, a 
threshold value needs to be defined that represents background noise. This is not always clear simply 
because, often times, there exists impulses of varying amplitudes between the dominant ones. The 
background noise is not always flat. A decision thus has to be made to define the appropriate level to 
be considered background noise. Any voltage level measured above this value shall be regarded as 
impulsive noise. In figure 3.3 however, it is less ambiguous to determine the level to consider 
background noise as compared to, say, that of figure 3.4. We determine the background noise level to 
be 0.05V. Using this value as the reference we now calculate the amount of increase in the noise level 
beyond this value as follows: 
 
𝐿𝑣 = 20 ∗ 𝑙𝑜𝑔10 (
𝑉𝑖
𝑉𝑏
)                                                                               (3.2) 
𝐿𝑣 = 20 ∗ 𝑙𝑜𝑔10 (
0.6
0.05
) = 21.58 dB 
 
where 𝐿𝑣  is the voltage level in dB, 𝑉𝑖 and 𝑉𝑏 represents the impulsive and background noise voltage 
levels respectively. This is the highest value recorded for an impulse strength above background noise 
and the lowest recorded value is 8.32 dB. Impulsive noise measurements from other electrical outlets 
exhibit relatively high voltage levels e.g. figure 3.4 (~4V compared to 0.6V of figure 3.3, but at the 
same time the background threshold will be chosen correspondingly high. 
 
 
Figure 3.3: Synchronous Impulsive Noise showing the dominant 100 Hz components 




Figure 3.4: Asynchronous Impulsive Noise 
 
3.4.1 Periodic Impulsive Noise Synchronous With the Mains 
The noise components appears in the manner characterized by a series of impulses in isolation with 
significant duration and amplitude. Figure 3.3 shows impulsive noise synchronous with the mains’ 
second harmonic (100 Hz) while the impulsive noise synchronous with the mains’ frequency (50 Hz) 
is depicted in figure 3.6. Another property of this noise is that it has impulse trains in which the impulse 
number and the separation between them differs from one cycle to another. That is, for a given impulse 
train, the impulses are not always equally spaced. However, these terms always occur at the same instant 
of the mains’ cycle with a repetition rate of 50 Hz or 100 Hz (in South Africa). This behaviour is shown 
in detail in figure 3.5 with an observation over two mains’ cycles. The coloured dots (red, blue, green 
and brown) corresponds to four impulse trains all having a repetition rate of 100 Hz.  
 
 
Figure 3.5: detailed synchronous impulsive noise over two mains cycles 




Figure 3.6: Impulsive noise captured in a laboratory with view of the dominant 50 Hz synchronous 
components 
 
3.4.2 Periodic Impulsive Noise Asynchronous With the Mains 
The impulse trains that describes this noise are composed of impulses whose repetition rates have no 
relation to the mains’ frequency. It is for this reason that it has been formerly classified as asynchronous. 
However, recently, also shown here, it has been shown that these impulses in fact always appear at the 
same instants of the mains cycle [112], which validates their synchronous stature. We will continue to 
refer to this noise as asynchronous for consistency and to avoid confusion. The detailed view in figure 
3.7 and figure 3.8 shows noise captured for half the mains’ cycle and for 7 milliseconds respectively. 
They have repetition rates of 1.7 kHz and 17 kHz respectively. 
 
 
Figure 3.7: Detailed view of registered periodic impulsive noise for half mains cycle 




Figure 3.8: Detailed view of registered periodic asynchronous noise  
 
3.5 Asynchronous Impulsive Noise 
Impulsive noise can be either synchronous or asynchronous with the mains frequency. It is usually a 
result of switching transients peculiar with some electrical appliances in the electrical distribution 
network. Typical durations of impulses range from some microseconds up to a few milliseconds [113]. 
Typical synchronous impulsive noise is as shown in figure 3.3 while figure 3.4 depicts asynchronous 
impulsive noise. These are samples from a multitude of measurements performed in our University 
premises. In either case, the amplitude variability of the impulsive noise is observable. In actual PLC 
channels, components of both cases are present most of the time, hence in this chapter; we present the 
behavioural statistics of impulsive noise in terms of its amplitude, duration of occurrence and time-
interval between impulses. We compare our results to that of E. Liu et al [113] which considered only 
the asynchronous impulsive noise. In our work, we have considered impulsive noise as that which has 
magnitude above a certain threshold (background noise) without cyclic classification. The results are 
presented in Table 3.1. Similar work has been done by T. Esmailian et al [114] which presented their 
parameters in terms of their probability distributions. 
 
In comparison, the disparity concerning the inter-arrival times is quite significant. This can be attributed 
to varied environments under study. From Table 3.1, the average inter-arrival time of 0.667ms 
correspond to 15 impulses per half-cycle of 50 Hz mains. In our measurements, roughly 180 impulses 
are recorded on average every half-cycle of the mains. This is expected considering that most of our 
measurements are taken in laboratories running numerous electrical equipment such as electrical 
machines, drills, measuring equipment etc. Also, the absence of the synchronous impulsive noise peaks 
in [113] reduces the peak count a great deal in their data collection. 
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Table 3.1: Statistical Parameters of Impulsive Noise 
 
 Mean Standard Deviation 
Amplitude (mV) 
Our Measurements 391 198 
E. Liu et al [113] 229 121 
Duration (µs) 
Our Measurements 152 139 
E. Liu et al [113] 205 157 
Interval time (ms) 
Our measurements 0.0558 0.0458 
E. Liu et al [113] 0.667 0.445 
 
3.6 Background Noise 
A power spectral density (PSD) model has been proposed by Esmalian et al [114] for background noise 
as shown below: 
 
𝑃𝑆𝐷𝑛𝑜𝑖𝑠𝑒(𝑓) = 𝐴 + 𝐵. 𝑓
𝐶        [dBm/Hz]                                                  (3.3) 
 
Based on the results of [114], the background noise has variability in frequency and coloured. The 
parameter C, being less than zero, results in the background noise heavily present in lower frequencies 
than in higher frequencies. Guillet et al [115] applied the same model to their measurements and 
obtained parameters in the same order of magnitude as that of [114]. However, [115] proposed a 
different approach aimed at modifying the actual description of background noise to accommodate the 
fact that the noise decreases as the frequency goes higher. The motivation comes from the fact that 
narrowband interferences and disruptive transmissions inherent with the unshielded and vulnerable 
indoor power lines influence the estimated parameters [115]. They proposed an algorithm that performs 
a frequency sweep across the entire band with a view to determine the minimum noise level. Since their 
PSD is estimated from time domain data, this algorithm is embedded in their post-processing of the 
data.  In this work, though we still use the model of [114] to describe the PSD of background noise, we 
consider the proposal in [115] by tracking the minimum noise spectrum during measurements in the 
frequency domain. However, instead of post-processing the measured data, we track the data values 
and sort them as they are captured. In our measurements, the new spectral magnitudes are compared to 
the previous data and if the new data is smaller, the new data is stored. Only the desired data is stored. 
The minimum spectral noise recorded is shown in Figure 3.9 with its mathematical model. Clearly the 
influence of narrowband interference and other effects are minimised, thus the background noise is not 
overestimated. It is also equally important to describe the worst case scenario of the PLC channel noise. 
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In-band spurious signals are unlikely to be intercepted even with spectrum analyzers of highest dynamic 
range and fast sweep capability. We apply the same algorithm to determine the minimum spectral noise, 
only this time the result is updated only when the new data value is larger than the previous data value. 
The maximum spectral noise recorded is shown in Figure 3.10 with its mathematical model. The model 
is not in good agreement with the measured results but rather presents a macroscopic capture of the 








Figure 3.10: Maximum Spectral Noise 
- 38 - 
 
The results are compared with those of Esmalian et al [114] in Table 3.2 which also consider both the 
best and the worst case noise scenario. As discussed in section 3.1, narrowband interferences tend to 
occupy the same portion of the spectrum as clearly shown in Figure 3.11. Measurement results were 
obtained by taking readings during the day time (around 15:00 PM) and at night (around 10:00 PM). It 
should be noted that these results represents averages over several days/nights. It can be seen that during 
the night time the PLC channel is much “quieter” than it is during the day. This can easily be attributed 
to the lack of activity at night as the building occupants depart for home typically around 17:00 PM. 
However, the narrowband interference due to other radio services operating within the same band 
remains prominent irrespective of the time of the day. Accordingly, this behavior is expected to be the 
opposite in a home environment where the house is vacated for most of the day. The noise level will 
rise significantly in the evening as consumers plug in several appliances as they prepare their evening 
meals, watch their favorite TV shows, water heating, air-conditioning, personal computers etc. 
 
 
Figure 3.11: Time-of-the-day noise characteristics 
 
Table 3.2: Background noise parameters 
 
 Background Parameters 
Statistics A B C 
Best Case 
Our Measurement -135 30.71 -0.721 
Esmailian et al 
[114] 
-140 38.75 -0.72 
Worst case 
Our Measurement -140 45.26 -0.341 
Esmailian et al 
[114] 























- 39 - 
 
We use the parameters from Esmailian et al [114] to generate a graphical representation of the 
background noise up to 30 MHz as shown in Figure 3.12. We then compare, graphically, their findings 
with three of our measurements taken from a student laboratory, post-graduate office, and a research 
lab (measurement lab). We observe that though these results are derived from vastly different locations, 
their power spectral densities differ by not more than ~12 dBm/Hz across the entire band. Although this 
model shows considerable variation with measured data, it has the ability to present simple bounds 
within which background noise lies. Moreover, the model exaggerate the noise PSD due to narrowband 
interference which effectively results in increased disparities between modelled data. 
 
Considering the results of Table 3.2, where the best and worst case noise scenarios are studied, it is easy 
to see that bounds for this noise could be defined regardless of the different environments. This is with 
reference to the fact that in [114], the power signal specification is different from that used in South 
Africa. Their power grid uses 110 V at 60 Hz while we use 220 V at 50 Hz. This also implies that the 
cabling is different. Despite this adverse differences, there is no evidence of their impact on the 
background noise. It is highly possible that the main contributing factor is simply the network topology 
and loading.  
 
 
Figure 3.12: Sample noise measurements and their models (a) University lab (b) measurement lab (c) 
post-graduate office, and (d) comparison of models with those of Esmailian et al [114] 
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3.7 Chapter Summary 
Noise characteristics of an indoor power line network strongly influence the link capability to achieve 
high data rates. The appliances shared with PLC modems in the same power line network generate 
different types of noises, among them the impulsive noises are the main source of interference resulting 
in signal distortions and bit errors during data transmission. In broadband communications applications, 
some portions of the spectrum is shared with other broadcasting radio services leading to channel 
interference. The influence of this narrowband interference on background noise has been evaluated 
and eliminated. 
 
In this chapter, based on the measurements carried out in typical indoor power line channels, the noise 
characteristics were investigated. The noise studies were summarised by finding the parameters of the 
impulsive noise statistics in terms of its amplitude, duration and interval time in time domain. The 
impulsive noise is the main cause of packet errors in power line communication networks. Additive 
cyclostationery impulsive noise (figure 3.3 and 3.6) limits communication performance in OFDM 
power line communication systems. Conventional OFDM receivers assumes additive white Gaussian 
noise and hence experience degradation in communication performance under impulsive noise. Further 
studies were undertaken in the frequency domain with a simple three parameter model used to capture 
its behaviour. The parameters of this model are presented. For both time and frequency domain, the 
parameters are compared with those of other campaigns elsewhere, with the understanding that different 
environments will present different challenges. Nonetheless, the nature of the noise can be described 
without loss of generality. Results presented in this chapter are especially useful in the development of 
noise models towards the design, optimization and implementation of digital communications systems. 
This is particularly applicable to coding schemes which needs to be matched to the characteristics of 
the anticipated noise. Moreover, with a good knowledge of some of the noise components that are 
predictable in character such as periodic synchronous impulsive terms, optimization of modulation 
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CHAPTER 4 




The dramatic increase in the number of digital radio communication systems within indoor 
environments has raised the demand for broadband characterization of indoor PLC channels. Signal 
time dispersion remains the core study issue owing to its limitation of the achievable maximum symbol 
rate without inter-symbol interference (ISI) [117]. The impulse response (IR) of the PLC channel along 
with other parameters such as the mean delay (𝜏𝑒)  and the root mean square (rms) delay spread (𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠) 
[118], [119], are usually used to characterize the channel’s time dispersion. The frequency selectivity 
nature of the PLC channel can also be described by the coherence bandwidth (𝐵𝑐), a parameter with a 
close relation to 𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠 [120]. 
 
Previous works have investigated the time delay spread parameters for indoor PLC channels in different 
parts of the world and for different frequency bands [121], [111], [110], [122]. Nonetheless, few 
experimental results exist that describe these parameters. A study of time dispersion of multitudes of 
indoor power line communications (PLC) channels in the 1-30 MHz band is presented in this chapter. 
The dispersive characteristics of the PLC channel are derived from the measured complex channel 
transfer function (CTF) by evaluating its impulse response (IR). The impulse response provides a 
wideband characterization of the propagation channel and provides the basis for which the channel 
power-delay profile (PDP) is determined. The expected degree of dispersion is derived from the PDP 
of the channel, hence time-delay spread parameters such as the root mean square (rms) delay spread, 
mean excess delay, maximum excess delay and the first arrival delay are obtained. This chapter thus 
presents the time delay parameters statistically for the measured PLC channels. Finally, the chapter 
presents the coherence bandwidth at 0.9 correlation level and evaluates its dependence on the rms delay 
spread. Results show that the two parameters have an inverse relationship. The delay parameters are 
given statistically including their 90th percentiles.  
 
4.2 Measurement Setup & fundamentals  
A Rhode & Schwartz ZVL13 VNA was used to measure the channel complex frequency response in 
the 1-30 MHz frequency band. The measurement setup is as shown in figure 4.1. It is necessary to use 
coupling circuits to protect the measurement equipment from damage when connecting it to the 
electrical network to launch or receive the information signal. The measured results represents the 
frequency response of all the devices connected between the two ports of the VNA, comprising the 
channel, measurement cables, coupling circuitry, and the frequency response of the VNA itself. The  
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Figure 4.1:  (a) Channel determination setup In-Building and (b) Coupling Circuitry 
 
effect of the measuring system on measurements needs to be eliminated; thus a calibration is required 
to be carried out prior to channel measurements. With this purpose, the couplers were connected directly 
between the two ports of the VNA, with the frequency response 𝐻(𝑓, 𝑡)𝑠𝑦𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑚 being measured. This 
result was automatically subtracted from all subsequent channel measurements, minimizing the effects 
of the measuring system on channel transfer characteristics. The true channel frequency response takes 





                                                        (4.1) 
 
4.3 Channel Impulse Response (CIR) 
The random and complex nature of the PLC channel can be characterized using the impulse response 
approach. The channel impulse response h(t) can be determined by means of inverse Fourier transform 
(IFT) derived from the magnitude and phase of the measured channel transfer characteristics [123]. It 
provides a broadband characterization of the propagating channel, and provides necessary information 
for the analysis of radio transmission through the channel. Thus the time domain channel impulse 
response including cable losses is [124]: 
 
ℎ(𝑡) = ∑ 𝐼𝑖
𝑁
𝑖=1
. [𝐴𝑡(𝑡, 𝑣𝑇𝑖) ⊗ 𝛿(𝑡 − 𝑇𝑖)]                                                  (4.2) 
 
where 𝐼𝑖, and 𝑇𝑖 are magnitude and delay of the ith path respectively. v is the TEM wave propagation 
speed in the cable which can be calculated according to the permittivity of the insulating material of the 
cable (𝑣 = 𝑐/√ 𝑟) . 𝐴𝑡(𝑡, 𝑣𝑇𝑖) is the cable loss effect in the time domain evaluated as the inverse 
Fourier transform of the cable attenuation [124]. A sample channel obtained through the IFFT of the 
channel transfer function (CTF) is shown in figure 4.2. Due to multiple reflections experienced by the 
signal as it propagates through the network, echoes appear at the receiver. Thus, multiple delayed  




Figure 4.2: Sample Channel IR (absolute) 
 
versions of the transmitted signal appear at the receiver with reduced amplitudes as shown in figure 4.2. 
 
4.4 Power Delay Profile (PDP) 
Multipath propagation causes severe dispersion of the transmitted signal [125]. The severity of the 
dispersion is determined through the channel power delay profile (PDP). The PDP provides an 
indication of the distribution of the transmitted power over various paths in a multipath environment. 







                                                                   (4.3) 
 
A typical plot of the power delay profile is shown in figure 4.3, corresponding to the IR of figure 4.2.  
 
Figure 4.3: A typical PDP plot  
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An ensemble of PDPs is built each representing a multipath propagation PLC channel. Time delay 
multi-path channel parameters are derived from the PDP. Time dispersion varies widely in a PLC 
channel due to the multiple reflections in the power network and random loading profiles; resulting in 
random channel responses. 
 
4.5 Time-Delay Spread Parameters 
Since time dispersion is dependent on factors such as the network topology, loading characteristics, 
transmitter-receiver distance, just to name a few; some parameters that can be used to grossly quantify 
the PLC multipath channel are described [125]. 
 
4.5.1 First-Arrival Delay (𝝉𝑨) 
This is the first arrival delay. This delay corresponds to the arrival of the first transmitted signal at the 
receiver. It translates to the minimum possible propagation path delay from transmitter to receiver. This 
parameter serves as a reference i.e. all other delay parameters are measured relative to it. Any delay 
measured beyond this reference is considered excess delay. 
 
4.5.2 Mean Excess Delay (𝝉𝒆) 
The mean excess delay represents the first moment of the power-delay profile with respect to the first 
arrival delay. It can be computed as follows: 
 
𝜏𝑒 = ∫(𝜏 − 𝜏𝐴)𝑃(𝜏)𝑑(𝜏)                                                         (4.4) 
 
4.5.3 RMS Delay Spread (𝝉𝒓𝒎𝒔) 
This is the square root of the second central moment of the power-delay profile. It is the standard 
deviation about the mean excess delay and is expressed as follows: 
 
𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠 = [∫(𝜏 − 𝜏𝑒 − 𝜏𝐴)
2𝑝(𝜏)𝑑𝜏]
1/2
                                                  (4.5) 
 
The RMS delay spread indicates the severity of the multipath spread. The possibility of inter-symbol 
interference (ISI) is determined through this parameter. Propagation through a dispersive channel is a 
major concern in the design of high-speed data networks. The RMS delay spread is a commonly used 
practical measure of the extent of time dispersion introduced by multipath channels. Signal delays of 
high magnitude (relative to the shortest path) with long delay time contribute immensely to the 
𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠 [125]. Regardless of the shape of the PDP, the dispersion effects on digital receiver performance 
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are related only to the RMS delay spread. ISI will be avoided as long as the RMS delay spread is smaller 
compared to the symbol period (T) of the digital modulation. Data rates for transmission can also be 
estimated using this parameter. 
 
4.5.4 Maximum Excess Delay (𝝉𝒎) 
The maximum excess delay is specified as the excess delay for which 𝑝(𝜏)falls below a specified 
threshold of the signal. Researchers have considered different threshold levels, but mostly consider -
30dB with respect to the maximum value as such it is adopted in this work. The signal levels below the 
threshold are then processed as noise. Accordingly, the mean excess delay (𝜏𝑒) and the RMS delay 
spread (𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠) are calculated based on channel time coefficients lower than 𝜏𝑚. 
 
4.6 Results Analysis 
The time dispersion characteristics of PLC channels are presented statistically in Table 4.1. The analysis 
evaluates the minimum, maximum, mean, standard deviation and the 90th percentiles of each time-delay 
parameter. Alongside our results is that of an extensive measurement campaign carried out in France 
for comparison (here shown with a subscript (1)). It should be noted that their measurements extends 
to frequencies up to 100 MHz, though for the same threshold signal level, similar delay characteristics 
are expected and it is macroscopically the case here. 
 
In our study, the first arrival delay (𝜏𝐴) was observed to have a minimum value of 0.033µs, standard 
deviation of 0.143µs, and a mean value of 0.179µs. For 90% of the time, the value of 𝜏𝐴  was found to 
be less than 0.37µs and above 0.06µs. On the other hand, the mean excess delay (𝜏𝑒) has a mean value 
of 0.163µs, and a standard deviation of 0.216µs. Though 𝜏𝑒  is confined between 0.00082µs and 0.97µs, 
it is found that for 90% of the time, its values are between 0.02µs and 0.4µs. 
 
Table 4.1: Time delay parameters 
 










𝜏𝐴 0.033 0.534 0.179 0.143 0.067 0.37 
𝜏𝐴1 0.010 0.410 0.152 0.097 0.050 0.30 
𝜏𝑒  0.00082 0.97 0.163 0.216 0.020 0.40 
𝜏𝑒1 0.00030 0.88 0.182 0.157 0.025 0.36 
𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠 0.0215 1.16 0.287 0.222 0.04 0.55 
𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠1 0.026 1.039 0.309 0.212 0.06 0.60 
𝜏𝑚 0.534 4.535 1.749 0.867 0.83 3.27 
𝜏𝑚1 0.18 6.26 2.228 1.327 0.55 3.81 




Figure 4.4: Cumulative distributions (CDFs) of the time delay parameters 
 
With regards to the maximum excess delay (𝜏𝑚) 90% of the measured channels were observed to lie 
between 0.83µs and 3.27µs. Its mean and standard deviation were found to be 1.749µs and 0.867µs 
respectively. Of the measured channels, 90% of them exhibit an RMS delay spread between 0.04µs and 
0.55µs. The percentiles for the time delay parameters are displayed in figure 4.4 in the form of 
cumulative distributions (CDFs). Other percentiles not discussed in this paper can easily be estimated 
from the CDFs. 
 
4.7 Coherence Bandwidth 
An important parameter in characterizing radio communication channels is the coherence bandwidth. 
In this paper, we present an analysis of the coherence bandwidth in PLC networks. When designing 
robust and reliable communication systems, a significant amount of effort is placed on choosing 
modulation, coding and receiver architecture schemes that mitigates the deleterious effects of the 
propagating channel [126]. The PLC propagation environment is characterized by multipath effects 
which results in significant nulls in the amplitude frequency response. One measure of the varying 
frequency response is the coherence bandwidth (𝐵𝑐).   
 
In the frequency domain, the magnitude spectrum has spectral peaks that are quasi-constant over a 
minimum band that is the inverse of the maximum delay spread, the same for the phase spectrum where 
it is linear only in such a band. The coherence bandwidth statistically quantifies this band and is 
therefore a function of the RMS delay spread. It is the measure of the magnitude correlation between 
the channel responses at two spaced frequencies, thus, it statistically quantifies the frequency range 
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within which the frequency correlation function (FCF) can be considered uniform [123]. The frequency 
selective nature of the PLC channel can be described in terms of the auto-correlation function for a wide 
sense stationary uncorrelated scattering (WSSUS) channel. The frequency correlation function is given 
by [123]: 
 





where H(f) is the complex transfer function of the channel, ∆f is the frequency shift and * denotes the 
complex conjugate.  
Frequency correlation functions obtained for five sample transmitter-receiver scenarios are shown in 
figure 4.5. We observe the rapid degradation of the FCF with respect to frequency separation. There is 
no definitive value of correlation that has been put forward for specification, but generally accepted 
coefficients are 0.5, 0.7, and 0.9. In this work we have considered the latter, which will further be 
referred to as 𝐵0.9. Due to the presence of multiple replicas at the receiver in PLC channels; the decrease 
of FCF with increasing frequency is non-monotonic. 
  
In figure 4.5, the upper graph (blue) represents a good channel due to its high coherence bandwidth for 
a given RMS delay spread. The worst channel would be the lower-most graph (green) as it exhibits the 
lowest coherence bandwidth for a given RMS delay spread. A good channel can be assumed to have 
the least multipath contributions. The correlation coefficient was computed using the smallest frequency 





Figure 4.5: FCFs of sample measured channels 
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Figure 4.6: Scatter plot of coherence bandwidth against RMS delay spread 
 
Figure 4.6 shows the scatter plot of the RMS delay spread against the coherence bandwidth 𝐵0.9  for the 





                                                       (4.7) 
 
The results show that RMS delay spread values less than 0.09µs achieve a coherence bandwidth of at 
least 600 kHz. On the other hand, in the range 0.09µs – 1.16µs, the coherence bandwidth is between 80 
kHz and 600 kHz. In terms of system design, desired values of 𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠 are those that result in high 
coherence bandwidth as this translates to faster symbol transmission rates [127]. The coherence 
bandwidth of the channel is particularly relevant to frequency-hopping spread spectrum (FHSS) systems 
[128] and other multi-carrier systems such as OFDM. 
 
4.8 Chapter Summary 
An indoor PLC channel measurement campaign has been established to determine the time dispersive 
characteristics of these channels. This chapter includes the statistics of time delay parameters as well as 
coherence bandwidth and its relation to RMS delay spread in the frequency range up to 30 MHz. We 
have observed the inverse relationship between coherence bandwidth and RMS delay spread as given 
in equation (4.7). The frequency correlation function is also found to decrease rapidly with frequency 
separation. The 90th percentile of the RMS delay spread was found to be between 0.04µs and 0.55µs 
with a mean of 0.287µs and standard deviation of 0.222µs. The results show that RMS delay spread 
values less than 0.09µs achieve a coherence bandwidth of at least 600 kHz. On the other hand, in the 
range 0.09µs – 1.16µs, the coherence bandwidth is between 80 kHz and 600 kHz. In terms of system 
design, desired values of 𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠 are those that result in high coherence bandwidth as this translates to 
faster symbol transmission rates [127]. The coherence bandwidth of the channel is particularly relevant 
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to frequency-hopping spread spectrum (FHSS) systems [128] and other multicarrier systems such as 
OFDM. Coherence bandwidth is one of the key parameters which provides a good indication towards 
the possibility for achieving the PLC wideband performance as envisaged for PLC networks. In this 
frequency range, the transmission rates of 200Mbs are expected at the physical layer with about 80Mbs 
at the MAC layer [35]. We thus, however, take note that for improved accuracy and consistency a lot 
more data still needs to be captured and incorporated into our analysis. Also, for improved coherence 
bandwidth estimation, smaller frequency steps are required for increased data points within the band of 
interest. 
 
Comparatively, the relationship between coherence bandwidth and RMS delay spread as shown in 
equation (4.7) is very close to that obtained by [123]. The constant in the numerator (60 in this case and 
55 in [123]) is expected to differ from site to site but with more measurement campaigns, this number 
could be defined as bound within a reasonable range just like it is the case with wireless networks. The 
comparisons in Table 4.1 also show closeness in terms of bounds for other time delay parameters for 
indoor PLC channels. We also take note of the difference in bandwidth consideration in our case and 



















BROADBAND CHARACTERISTICS FOR MULTI-PATH POWER LINE 
COMMUNICATION CHANNELS: INDOOR ENVIRONMENTS 
 
5.1 Introduction 
The idea of utilizing power lines as a communication medium dates back to the 1900’s [129]. However, 
until recently, their use has been restricted to narrowband applications. In Europe, the indoor network 
was almost restricted to home automation [130], [131], exploiting the CENELEC band [132] and using 
rather simple modulation schemes. The main reason for dismissing usage of power lines for broadband 
applications was simply because the channel was considered too noisy and unpredictable [133]. 
However, the advances in digital transmission techniques have provided a different perspective on the 
possibility to employ power line communication (PLC) for broadband applications. Thus, the PLC local 
area networks (LAN) would not be restricted to computer connections, but is also extended to 
peripherals and multimedia equipment. PLC has a promising future in developing countries, as opposed 
to developed countries where there is a plausible rivalry from digital subscriber lines (DSL), wireless 
networks as well as cable services [133], [134]. Telecom operators are currently offering triple play 
solutions (telephony, video, and internet access) and PLC is a viable option to deliver broadband data 
to the residential gateway, to the television set top box and the computer [133]. 
 
PLC channels have variable physical characteristics and network topologies vary from country to 
country [135]. The provision of the service is still deterred by the lack of standards, simply because 
PLC channels are not standard and their characterisation is not repeatable even though efforts are in 
place. Another factor in question is as to whether PLC systems are capable of rivalling their counterparts 
in terms of providing high data bit rates.  In this chapter we show the variability of channel transfer 
characteristics in different types of indoor environments. It is this variability that leads to numerous 
channel modelling approaches and consequently lack of a common agreement on the most suitable 
channel model. A series of standards such as IEEE P1901/1901.2 and ITU-T G.hn/G.cx/G.hnem have 
been released owing to the increasing market demand for indoor broadband communications, smart grid 
applications, and in-home energy management [136]. Thus, the quest to develop accurate models to 
facilitate these technologies remains an on-going process. The existing models proposed in literature 
can be classified into two main categories [124]: the multipath approach [75], [137], [138] and the 
transmission line theory approach [139], [140]. The multipath model considers the reflected signals due 
to impedance discontinuities at branches and its accuracy is reliant on the proper selection of the 
parameters of the signal propagation properties [124]. The effect of multiple paths is based on the actual 
measurements of channel transfer functions; thus it is not rewarding to evaluate the propagation 
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properties of each individual path. On the other hand, transmission line theory based models considers 
a PLC network as a series of cascaded two port networks and can thus be adapted to different network 
topologies using popular transmission matrices [124]. This model is rather computation intensive 
especially when dealing with complex networks. The other drawback is its dependency on the 
availability of the line parameters to generate matrices, thus its applicability to real networks of 
unknown cable types and topology is limited. We consider a multipath approach in this work and treat 
the network under consideration as a “black box” of unknown parameters and describe its frequency 
response 𝐻(𝑓) in the frequency range 1-30 MHz. The key parameters of this model are: cable 
attenuation 𝐴(𝑓, 𝑑𝑖), weighted transmission/ reflection factor 𝑔𝑖, path length 𝑑𝑖, and the number of 
significant paths 𝑁𝑖. 
We employ a top-down strategy where the channel is considered a multipath propagation environment 
with frequency-selective fading. The model is based on the physical signal propagation effects of 
numerous PLC architectures which comprise unknown number of branches and load conditions. We 
further consider the attenuation of a typical power-line to be increasing with length as well as frequency. 
The applicability of the model is verified with measurements from practical indoor channels from our 
laboratories and offices within the 1-30 MHz frequency band. The generated channel frequency 
response (CFR) has a fairly good agreement with measurements results from actual PLC channels. 
Furthermore, we study the dispersive nature of these channels through their impulse responses (IR) in 
order to derive some of the relevant parameters required by the proposed model. 
 
This chapter is organized such that it provides a description of the measurements procedure as well as 
the instrumentation used throughout the process. We then present measurement results for three sample 
channels with several measurements for each and finally the frequency-averaged channel. The channel 
impulse response (CIR) is studied and presented as it provides some of the parameters required for the 
proposed model and the dispersive nature of PLC networks are discussed briefly. Finally, we present 
the proposed model, its parameter extraction and then its validation on real PLC networks including the 
model parameters for the sample channels mentioned above.  
 
5.2 Measurement Description & Instrumentation 
The measurements have been performed in three different in-building scenarios in the Electrical 
Engineering building in Howard College Campus, Durban, South Africa: small office, large office, and 
some laboratories. Measurements were acquired in the frequency domain. The measurement setup is as 
shown in Figure 5.1, with channel definition described in Figure 5.2(a). The frequency domain 
measurements were performed using the Rhode & Schwartz ZVL13 vector network analyser with full 
2-port calibration for the channel frequency response (CFR) in the 1 – 30 MHz band; it has 





Figure 5.1:  Measurement setup 
 
The measuring instrument was coupled to and from the power network through broadband couplers to 
provide the necessary protection and galvanic isolation from the mains. The couplers, which are of 
differential type, are employed primarily to relay the communication signal to and from the power line 
channel. The coupler shown in Figure 5.2 (b) has transfer characteristics showing a reasonably flat 
response, as shown in Figure 5.3, for frequencies up to 30 MHz, with an average loss of 1.59 dB in this 
band. This response is taken into consideration in all subsequent measurements. The coupler is ideally 
a high pass filter employed to block the 220 V power line voltage with a -3dB cut-off frequency of ~200 
kHz and presents an attenuation of 46.3 dB at 9 kHz (instrument lower limit, see [141]) - hence the 
attenuation is expected to be even much lower at the mains frequency (50 Hz), thus providing reasonable 
measurement integrity, protection of measurement instrumentation and reliability in the band of interest. 











Figure 5.3:  Coupler Characteristics 
 
5.3 Channel Frequency Response (CFR) Measurements 
Channel frequency response measurements were carried out in in-building environments in the 
Electrical Engineering building. Small post-graduate offices, a research laboratory, a large post-
graduate office, and a student laboratory formed three scenarios under consideration for the campaign. 
The post-graduate offices house several computers and two medium-sized air conditioning units, while 
the research laboratory comprise of three microwave measuring units and three data logging PCs along 
with a medium-sized air conditioning unit. The student laboratory, used as a second-year Bachelor of 
Engineering practical laboratory, is capable of accommodating up to 100 students sharing 50 stations 
during a practical session; it comprises of measuring instruments in the form of oscilloscopes, signal 
generators, power supplies, spectrum analysers, and other devices including PCs as well as motor-
generator (M-G) units. Typical channels are as described in Figure 5.2(a) and chosen at random within 
each scenario. All the loads connected throughout the building were running as usual, and to anticipate 
worst case channel conditions, all measurements were performed during the day. Three channels were 
considered in each scenario and presented, with a total of twenty (20) acquisitions taken for each 
individual channel as shown in Figure 5.4. This allows for a fair average characterization, considering 
the unpredictable nature of the channel due to noise and loading. As the signal traverses the network, it 
experiences multiple reflections due to impedance mismatches and branching. Delayed signals thus 
show up at the receiver as multiple echoes, creating notches (nulls) throughout the frequency band. The 
concentration of notches translates into the population of branches and loading conditions in a given 
network. The state of the channel depends not only on its architecture, but also on the loading 
conditions. This characterises a PLC channel as time-variant and unpredictable due to the arbitrary 
loading profile the network is subjected to. To accommodate the time-dependence of channel 
variability, an average channel response is considered in order to capture its behaviour as shown in 
Figure 5.4 (bottom right corner).




























Figure 5.4:  Channel Response of Real In-door Channels and their Average Responses (bottom right corner)
 
Channel 1 and 2 (student laboratory and a large post-graduate office, respectively) are characterized by 
a series of deep notches distributed across the band, while channel 3 (research laboratory) consists of a 
single deep notch at 10 MHz. In general, we can assume channel 1 and 2 to be heavily branched and 
loaded and thus expect longer impulse responses as opposed to channel 3 [136]. 
 
5.4 Practical PLC Channel Modelling 
5.4.1 Channel Response Characteristics 
We consider a PLC channel to be a frequency-selective multipath propagation medium. This arises from 
the fact that in power-line communication channels, transmitted signals do not only propagate along a 
direct “line-of-sight” (LOS) path between the transmitter and the receiver but also suffers multiple 
reflections (echoes) due to additional paths [142]. The multipath behaviour is caused by the presence 
of power cable joints (nodes), consumer loads, connection boxes and in some cases the heterogeneity 
of the network resulting in impedance mismatches. 
 
In this work, we employ a top-down approach to model the power line channel as a ‘black box’ and 
describe its transfer characteristics within the of 1-30 MHz frequency band. We propose the model of 
Zimmermann & Dostert [75], structured based on the fundamental physical effects analysed over a great 
number of measurements. The basis of this model was first brought forward in [79] while a simpler but 
less accurate multipath approach was given in [143]. As pointed out in [75], only when considering 
simpler topologies such as single-branched cables, can one easily attribute portions of the observed 
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results to specific physical effects (cable attenuation, reflection, and propagation factors). Thus, in 
practical networks, back-tracing of measurements results to physical effects will prove generally 
impossible due to the complexity of the network topology. Regardless of this short-coming, the 
proposed model describes the frequency response of real networks with sufficient precision. The 
proposed band-pass PLC model takes into account the multipath effects, and the frequency response 
can be synthesized as follows [75]: 
 




𝑓 . 𝐴(𝑓, 𝑑𝑖),       0 ≤ 𝐵1 ≤ 𝑓 ≤ 𝐵2
𝑁𝑖
𝑖=1
                                    (5.1) 
 
where 𝑁𝑖  is the number of paths, 𝑔𝑖(𝑓) represents the complex and frequency-dependent 
transmission/reflection factor for path i. The path length is represented by 𝑑𝑖 while 𝑣 = 𝑐/√ 𝑟  , with c 
the speed of light and 𝑟 the cable’s dielectric constant. The lossy cables cause an attenuation given by 
𝐴(𝑓, 𝑑𝑖) which increases with frequency and distance. In [75], it is suggested that it is possible to 
simplify the specification of the weighting factors 𝑔𝑖 to being complex but not frequency-dependent. 
Furthermore, considering practical interests, 𝑔𝑖  can even be considered real-valued [75]. We therefore 
simplify equation (5.1) as follows: 
The attenuation of a power line cable can be characterized as: 
 
𝐴(𝑓, 𝑑𝑖) = 𝑒
−𝛼(𝑓).𝑑𝑖 = 𝑒−(𝑎0+𝑎1𝑓
𝐾).𝑑𝑖                                                      (5.2) 
 
The PLC channel transfer function then reduces to:  
 





𝐾)𝑑𝑖  ,    0 ≤ 𝐵1 ≤ 𝑓 ≤ 𝐵2
𝑁𝑖
𝑖=1
                                    (5.3) 
 
where the parameters 𝑎0, 𝑎1, 𝐾, and 𝑁𝑖 are chosen to adapt the model to a specific PLC network. 
Parameter A is brought in to adjust the attenuation of the final result. Appropriate parameter fitting 
enables the model to realistically capture the channel frequency response.  Equation (5.3) covers all the 
relevant propagation effects of the transfer characteristics of a typical power-line channel.  However 
this parametric model should be used to fit measured frequency responses [75]. To further enhance the 
usability of the model, we consider the approach of [144], which evaluates performance with a statistical 
model that allows for capture of the ensemble of power-line grid topologies. We consider the parameters 
in (5.3) to be random variables. This allows us to model the channel transfer characteristics through a 
realisation of these parameters [144]. The resultant multiple paths are assumed to be caused by reflectors 
placed over a finite distance interval with the first reflector placed at distance 𝑑1 (i=1). The remaining 
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reflectors are distributed according to a Poisson arrival process with intensity Λ[𝑚−1]. As mentioned 
before, the reflection factors 𝑔𝑖 are considered real-valued and we further characterize them as 
independent and uniformly distributed in [-1, +1]. The values of 𝑎0, 𝑎1 and 𝐾 are then appropriately 
chosen to a fixed value. 
The structure of (5.2) is derived from cable physical effects; however, the parameters 
𝑎0, 𝑎1, and 𝐾 cannot be easily determined from previously known cable parameters. Nonetheless, the 
value of the model in practice is not limited since it is generally impossible to obtain all the required 
cable geometry data for real networks [75]. To estimate the attenuation parameters, we consider the 
attenuation profile of a single-path cable link as shown in Figure 5.5. The red line represent a linear 
function for k = 1.The attenuation coefficient from (5.2) is given as: 
 
𝛼(𝑓) = 𝑎0 + 𝑎1𝑓
𝐾                                                                       (5.4) 
 
The plot of 𝛼(𝑓) versus frequency is fairly linear in the frequency range 0 - 30 MHz, allowing us to 
estimate the value of K to be ~1.  The intercept and slope of the graph gives us an estimate of 
𝑎0 and 𝑎1 respectively. Initial estimates were obtained through tests of two types of cables commonly 
used by the local power utility. We have used the 2.5 𝑚𝑚2 and 4 𝑚𝑚2 cables of both VVF and NYM 
types. The parameters do not vary much with cable diameter but rather significantly with cable type as 
frequency increases. The value for 𝑎0 = 1 × 10
−3(𝑚−1) is recorded for the two cable types while 𝑎1 =







































for an average value of 𝑎1 = 1 × 10
−9(𝑠/𝑚) since neither the cable diameter nor the cable type is 
known. This does not exclude the fact that the network could also be heterogeneous. These parameters 
are our starting point in the parameter estimation technique. They can further be tuned to adapt to the 
particular network under study.  
 
5.4.2 Channel Impulse Response (CIR) 
The channel impulsive response h(t) can be determined by means of the inverse Fourier transform (IFT) 
derived from the absolute value and phase of a measured transfer function [123]. Thus the time domain 
channel impulse response including cable loss is [124]: 
 
ℎ(𝑡) = ∑ 𝐼𝑖
𝑁
𝑖=1
. [𝐴𝑡(𝑡, 𝑣𝑇𝑖) ⊗ 𝛿(𝑡 − 𝑇𝑖)]                                            (5.5) 
 
where 𝐼𝑖, and 𝑇𝑖 are magnitude and delay of the ith path respectively; v is the TEM wave propagation 
speed in the cable which can be calculated according to the permittivity of the insulating material of the 
cable (𝑣 = 𝑐/√ 𝑟) .   𝐴𝑡(𝑡, 𝑣𝑇𝑖) is the cable loss effect in the time domain evaluated as the inverse 
Fourier transform of (5.2) [124]. The results of Figure 5.6 show the impulse responses of three sample 
channels of Figure 5.4 as well as the associated group delays. The impulse responses depicted in Figure 
5.6 shows some peaks which confirm the multipath characteristics of PLC channels. The main peak is 
followed by several consecutive peaks with descending magnitudes. The characteristic summary of the 
impulse responses is populated in Table 5.1. We consider the dominant peaks in each channel and record 
their time of occurrence as peak time (s). The time interval between the peaks is calculated as 𝑃𝑒𝑎𝑘𝑖 −
𝑃𝑒𝑎𝑘𝑖−1 which can be translated into the difference in path lengths using 𝑑 = 𝑐 × ∆𝑡. Considering a 








                                                                        (5.6) 
 
The impulse response of PLC transmission channels can be described by various time-domain 
parameters. There have been some thorough studies on PLC channels undertaken in the frequency range 
1-30 MHz by [110], [111]. They observed that for 90% of the channels studied, an rms delay spread 
was below 0.5 𝜇𝑠. In [122], considering the transmission frequency band 0.5-15 MHz, the maximum 
excess delay was found to be below 3 𝜇𝑠. In the frequency range up to 30 MHz, it is found that, for 
95% of the channels studied, the mean delay spread is between 0.16 µs and 3.2 µs and the same 





Figure 5.6:  Impulse Response of figure (3) Channels and their corresponding group delays  
 
Table 5.1: Impulse response summary of eight sample channels 
 
Channel # Peak # 𝜏𝐴 (s) 𝑃𝑒𝑎𝑘𝑖 − 𝑃𝑒𝑎𝑘𝑖−1 d (m) 𝜏𝑚(𝜇𝑠) 𝑚𝜏(𝜇𝑠) 𝜎𝜏(𝜇𝑠) 
1 
1 5.00 × 10−8  7.5 
1.95 0.196 1.08 
2 1.33 × 10−7 8.33 × 10−8 12.5 
2 












2 1.00 × 10−7 5.00 × 10−8 7.5 
3 1.33 × 10−7 3.33 × 10−8 5.0 
4 1.66 × 10−7 3.33 × 10−8 5.0 
5 1.74 × 10−7 8.00 × 10−9 1.2 
3 
1 5.00 × 10−8  7.5 
1.22 0.136 0.89 
2 6.67 × 10−8 1.67 × 10−8 2.5 
4 
1 1.00 × 10−7 3.33 × 10−8 5.0 
1.56 0.128 0.77 
2 1.67 × 10−7 6.70 × 10−8 10 
3 1.98 × 10−7 3.10 × 10−8 4.7 
4 2.33 × 10−7 3.50 × 10−8 5.3 
5 
1 5.00 × 10−8  7.5 
1.82 0.177 0.82 2 8.33 × 10−8 3.33 × 10−8 5.0 
3 1.33 × 10−7 4.97 × 10−8 7.5 
6 
1 5.00 × 10−8  7.5 
1.75 0.189 1.02 
2 6.67 × 10−8 1.67 × 10−8 2.5 
3 1.00 × 10−7 3.33 × 10−8 5.0 
4 1.42 × 10−7 4.20 × 10−8 6.3 
5 1.67 × 10−7 2.50 × 10−8 3.8 
7 
1 5.00 × 10−8  7.5 
1.18 0.167 0.95 
2 7.45 × 10−8 2.45 × 10−8 3.7 
3 8.33 × 10−8 8.80 × 10−9 1.32 




The three channels under study are successfully modelled as shown in Figure 5.7 using (5.3) and the 
notches are not underestimated or exaggerated in all the cases. 
It is not realistic to expect a perfect fit since the model is constructed without any knowledge of the 
actual network topology and condition. Nonetheless, the ability of the model to capture unknown real 
PLC channels is demonstrated. The measured phase is also shown in the same figure to outline its non-
linearity at notch frequencies. Between these notches, there exist frequency bands with linear phase 
details, and such bands could be combined for reliable transmission [136]. 
 
Since the impulse response (IR) and the transfer characteristics of a channel have a relationship based 
on the Fourier transform, intuitively one would deduce that if the transfer magnitude is characterized 
by more fades per bandwidth, a longer IR is expected. This can be quantified in terms of maximum 
excess delay of the channel. The results in Table 5.1 show that channel 1 and 2 have longer maximum 
excess delays (1.95 and 1.71 µs respectively) compared to channel 3 with 1.22 µs. This correlates with 
the results of Figure 5.4 where channel 1 and 2 are dominated by deep fades throughout the bandwidth. 
Channel 3, however, comprises of a single deep fade at 10 MHz. We further investigate the dispersive 
nature of the PLC channel derived from an ensemble of measurements performed as described in section 
5.3 and present some of the data in Table 5.1. These also gives a clear picture of the PLC environment. 
The fifth column of Table 5.1, d(m), represents the separation between the dominant reflectors in the 








network. It is noticeable from Table 1 that the first dominant reflection occurs after the same amount of 
time (5.0 × 10−8𝑠) for all measured channels   which corresponds to a cable length of roughly 7.5 m. 
This tallies well with our measurement setup. A 7.5 m long power cable was consistently hooked to one 
of the network analyzer ports (specifically the transmitting end), simply to provide flexibility and reach 
during measurements. The network analyzer serves as both the transmitter and receiver simultaneously, 
thus, the two cannot be separated to accommodate long communication links within the building. This 
extension cable is generally regarded as part of the channel under investigation. Nonetheless, it can 
easily be calibrated out of the measurements since we know that it will cause the first reflection at the 
point of connection. Therefore, we consider it our reference point in the measurements and measure 
every other reflection off it. For our model, as given by (5.3), we need to establish the distribution of 
branches in typical indoor power line networks in order to be able to estimate the associated behavior. 
As presented in Table 5.1, different path lengths exists within the PLC network. By taking the average 
of an ensemble of these lengths from all the impulse responses derived from the CTFs measured, we 
determine that typically there exist a branch every 4.5 m in the network. Considering other factors such 
as propagation velocity, measurement resolution, network heterogeneity and other factors involved in 
the computation of the relevant parameters leading to the determination of this cable lengths, it is 
advisable to rather use a value less than 4.5 m in the model. This exaggerates the population of branches 
per unit transmitter-receiver separation distance. 
 
5.4.3 Channel Model Parameters 
Utilizing the model discussed in sub-section 5.4.1, we generated channel models based on the 
parameters in Table 5.2. We consider the fact that indoor propagation involves a significantly high 
number of short paths, and thus we chose the Poisson arrival process intensity Λ = 1/3[𝑚−1]. This 
corresponds to an average of a single reflector (branch) every 3 m. This is simply because our 
measurements were taken in laboratories, environments populated with multiple power outlets (roughly 
within 3 m of each other) for multiple users as seen in Table 5.1. The same goes for a post-graduate 
office which houses 6-7 post-graduates. The first ray is set at 𝑑1 with exponential distribution and the 
maximum path length is taken to be 200 m.  
 
Table 5.2: Model parameters for three simulated channels of Figure 3. 
 
Channel # 𝑎0(𝑚
−1) 𝑎1(𝑠/𝑚) 𝑁𝑖 K 
1 5E-3 4.5E-9 50 0.8 
2 2.5E-3 5.5E-9 40 0.8 




Frequency parameters 𝐵1 and 𝐵2 were set to 1 MHz and 30 MHz respectively and the value of K=0.8 
was used in all the cases. 
Our initial estimates of 𝑎0 = 1 × 10
−3(𝑚−1), 𝑎1 = 1 × 10
−9(𝑠/𝑚), and K=1 were not too far from 
the final values, though further tuning of these parameters was required as we see in Table 5.2. We also 
notice that it took a considerably smaller number of paths to model channel 3 as compared to both 
Channel 1 and 2. This is foreseeable from the CTFs of Figure 5.4 given the spread of notches within 
the band considered. Thus, channel 1 and 2 have many significant signal paths leading to the receiving 
end. The parameter 𝑁𝑖  thus acts as the accuracy controller for the model, with certain channels requiring 
consideration of more number of paths than others for the same accuracy. 
 
5.5 Chapter Summary  
In this chapter, we have modeled the complex frequency response of real-world PLC channels using 
multipath signal propagation technique in the 1-30 MHz frequency range. The time-domain technique 
allows us to capture the response of any power line topology by describing the model parameters as 
random variables. The number of paths are described to follow a Poisson arrival process while the path 
lengths follows an exponential distribution. The model accuracy is controlled by the number of 
dominant paths considered and by altering other feed parameters, the model can successfully be tuned 
to describe respective PLC channels. The applicability of the model to complex networks with unknown 
parameters is demonstrated with good agreement between simulation and measurement results as shown 
in Figure 5.7. The motivation for this approach derives from the desire to utilize existing indoor power 
networks to establish high speed communication links. In most cases the architecture of the network is 
not readily available; hence we sought for solutions that require little knowledge about the network.  
 
To compare different multipath channels in the quest to develop some general guidelines for PLC 
systems, we have used parameters which grossly quantify the multipath channel. These are in the form 
of maximum excess delay 𝜏𝑚, mean excess delay 𝑚𝜏, and rms delay spread 𝜎𝜏. It has been found that 
typical values of rms delay spread are in the order of µs in real PLC channels, comparable to outdoor 
mobile radio channels. The rms delay spread provides a good indication of the multipath spread. In 
digital communications, the rms delay spread in comparison with the symbol duration gives an 
indication as to whether the channel requires equalization to avoid inter-symbol interference (ISI) or 
not. This is popular in OFDM and CDMA communication systems. The most significant contribution 
to rms delay spread is due to strong reflections with long delays [123].  
The general conclusion derived from our results is that heavily branched PLC channels will require a 
consideration of a high number of paths in the solution process due to increased path significance as 
compared to channels with relatively low branch density as shown in Table 5.2. Our test environment 






CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
 
The future smart grid systems will autonomously monitor and control energy systems to improve their 
efficiency and reliability. Intelligent control and monitoring requires low delays, highly reliable and 
two-way communication between customers, local utilities and regional utilities. In the present age of 
information technology, the current focus is on creation as well as dispersion of information. In order 
to be able to reach end users for the provision of information, alternative delivery mechanisms are 
required. Conventional technologies currently being employed include telephone loops, Ethernet 
cables, fibre optics, wireless and satellite technologies. Nonetheless, each technology has its own 
limitations in terms of cost and availability to reach the maximum number of consumers. 
 
Despite its potential to become a successful and widespread technology enabling high speed broadband 
internet and numerous network applications, PLC technology suffers from serious challenges from 
noise and channel attenuation which are the main channel impairments. These challenges result from 
the fact that the power line network was not originally intended for data transport, therefore PLC 
systems inherit the harsh intrinsic attributes of the power line. In this dissertation, the behaviour of noise 
is studied through measurements and presented. The multipath propagation behaviour of power line 
networks is studied by determining its dispersive characteristics through time-delay parameters, and 
finally a multipath model is proposed and implemented to capture the transfer characteristics of practical 
power lines. The studies conducted during the author’s MSc candidature resulted in the publication of 
two internationally refereed conference papers and the submission of a journal paper.  
 
6.1 Summary of Results 
 Through measurements carried out in practical indoor power line networks, the noise 
characteristics were investigated. We found that impulsive noise is the most dominant in PLC 
channels, especially cyclostationary impulsive noise. This is highly influenced by the devices 
connected to the electrical network, switching at every zero-crossing of the mains signal. 
However, there’s still a strong presence of asynchronous impulsive noise and we collectively 
characterize them as simply impulsive noise to determine its statistics. It is from these statistics 
that reliable noise models are derived. Background noise is also captured by a simple three 
parameter model. The model preforms well when the effects of narrowband interference are 
eliminated, validating its suitability (see Figure 3.8). The strong presence of narrowband 
interference within the 1 – 30 MHz band affects the accuracy of the model (see Figure 3.9), 
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leading to exaggerated noise levels. However, its simplicity and ability to capture background 
noise macroscopically remains an attractive feature. 
 An indoor PLC channel measurement campaign has been established to determine the time 
dispersive characteristics of these channels through time-delay parameters. The statistics of the 
time-delay parameters as well as coherence bandwidth and its relation to RMS delay spread in 
the frequency range up to 30 MHz are provided. We have observed the inverse relationship 
between coherence bandwidth and RMS delay spread as given by (4.7). The frequency 
correlation function is also found to decrease rapidly with frequency separation. This is 
expected given the nature of the channel. Between any two neighbouring frequencies it is 
difficult to find a flat response as their separation is increased. The 90th percentile of the RMS 
delay spread was found to be between 0.04µs and 0.55µs with a mean of 0.287µs and standard 
deviation of 0.222µs. 80% of the measured channels exhibit estimated values of coherence 
bandwidth between 600 kHz and 90 kHz. We thus, however, take note that for improved 
accuracy and consistency a lot more data still needs to be captured and incorporated into our 
analysis. Also, for improved coherence bandwidth estimation, smaller frequency steps are 
required for increased data points within the band of interest. 
 
Comparatively, the relationship between coherence bandwidth and RMS delay spread as shown 
in (4.7) is very close to that obtained by [123]. The comparisons in Table 4.1 also show 
closeness in terms of bounds for other time delay parameters for indoor PLC channels. We also 
take note of the difference in bandwidth consideration in our case and that of [123], which 
considers frequencies up to 100 MHz. In terms of system design, desired values of 𝜏𝑟𝑚𝑠 are 
those that result in high coherence bandwidth as this translates to faster symbol transmission 
rate, and the coherence bandwidth of the channel is particularly relevant to frequency-hopping 
spread spectrum (FHSS) systems [128] and other multi-carrier systems such as OFDM. In 
digital transmission, inter-symbol interference (ISI) will be avoided as long as the RMS delay 
spread is smaller compared to the symbol period (T) of the digital modulation. Should this not 
be the case, channel equalization will be required. 
 
 Finally, we have modeled the complex frequency response of practical PLC channels using a 
multipath signal propagation technique in the 1-30 MHz frequency range. The applicability of 
the model to complex networks with unknown parameters is demonstrated with good agreement 
between simulation and measurement results as shown in Figure 5.7. The motivation for this 
approach derives from the desire to utilize existing indoor power networks to establish high 
speed communication links. In most cases the architecture of the network is not readily 
available; hence we sought for solutions that require little knowledge about the network. The 
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model parameters were derived from the measured data through cable attenuation profiles and 
channel impulse responses. From the channel IR we are able to derive the topology of the 
network in terms of the energy carried by the most significant paths from transmitter to receiver. 
This difference in the path lengths provides useful information in terms of the arrival delay 
distribution of the reflected signals. 
 
6.2 Possible Future Work 
There are several aspects of power line communications in this dissertation that can be extended through 
further research as follows: 
 
 In chapter 3 we studied the characteristics of noise in power line networks. The analysis of both 
time and frequency domain measurements enabled us to study impulsive and background noise 
respectively. Whilst the signal processing algorithms employed in each case depends on the 
individual circumstance of the noise component under analysis, a high-resolution spectral 
analysis is required. An alternative solution is to design a custom data acquisition (DAQ) board 
with a much higher resolution than 8 bits (currently used-instrument limitation). This would 
greatly improve the capturing of noise terms and ultimately more accurate models can be 
developed.  
 The multipath propagation PLC channel model presented in chapter 5 can be optimized to 
intelligently consider only the optimum paths in its calculations. This obviously requires a 
threshold constraint. In chapter 4, we determined the dispersive characteristics of a power line 
in terms of its time-delay spread parameters where a power threshold was set (-30 dB) and these 
parameters defined within this threshold. An intelligent model can be built such that it evaluates 
only the paths, N, which satisfies this threshold. All the other paths carrying energy less than 
the threshold will be regarded as noise. The significance of this modification is in its 
computational efficiency. 
 In this work, statistical analysis of impulsive noise components from data collected has been 
studied and presented. This provides the starting point towards the development of realistic and 
consistent noise models with more measurements and data collection coupled with accuracy 
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